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HONDA CIVIC

USB DRL Lights MFS Wheel
Special Offer £175.00 pm

VW CARAVELLE

SatNav B'tooth Elec.Side Doors
Special Offer £550.00 pm

CITROEN BERLINGO

SatNav B'Tooth USB 3 Seats
Special Offer £230.00 pm

FORD TRANSIT

CD Elec.Tip 3 Seats
Special Offer £250.00 pm

Visit
To Find Out How or Call Us Now on 0121 693 0573

Helping You Afford Your Next Vehicle. 

www.easyleasecars.co.uk

No Deposit! Inclusive of FREE Servicing and MOT's!

No Need to worry about CCJ's or Bad Credit!



Berryfields Farm . Berkswell Road . Meriden . CV7 7LB . 01676 522 155

Festive Menu 
LUNCH: 2 Course £19.99 | 3 Course £24.99 

DINNER: 3 Course £26.99 

Available between 23rd November - 23rd December 2017 

Visit www.thebarnatberryfields.co.uk  
to see our Christmas menu & to book a table 

Booking Policy: Parties of 8 or more, a deposit of £10 per person is required to secure the 
booking when dining from the Christmas menu. All deposits are non-refundable. Please note 

no booking is confirmed until the deposit has been received

Parties of 8 or more, pre-booked & dining off our Festive 
Menu between 23rd November - 14th December, will receive 

a complimentary bottle of Prosecco 

Thursday, Friday & Saturday from 4pm to 7pm  
Buy two drinks & enjoy the cheapest drink free!  
* Offer available on all draught beers & wines served by the glass  

Winter Warmers



D.A. MANDER & SON Ltd
PROFESSIONAL FITTER AND

SUPPLIER OF QUALITY CARPETS

Don Mander does not have retail premises. If you need him 
please call him direct– the only way to buy carpets

01564 700200

See our Review’s at 
Freeindex.co.uk

Mobile: 07976 778694
FREE ESTIMATES

91 Longdon Road, Knowle B93 9HT

We can uplift and remove existing carpets and move furniture

Really pleased with job done by Don and family to 
install our hall, stairs and landing carpet, quick, 

knowledgeable and professional, wish we had found 
them sooner! Would highly recommend.

Claire Price, Solihull
 

For the best carpet fitters in the UK look no further 
than Don, Davina and Luke Mander. Experts in 

their field, trustworthy and extremely knowledgea-
ble. No job is to big or too small. They carried out a 

repair job on our stair carpet which had been 
ruined by the cat. It is now as good as new.

Carol Tromans, Solihull

SUPPLIERS TO THE
NATIONALTRUST

EASIER
Than walking round 

lots of shops

CHEAPER
No overheads 
cutting costs

ACCURATE
See colours in their 

true light

CONVENIENT
View in the comfort of 

your own home
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editor’s note

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS MAGAZINE

Locally designed by: hotlobster design ltd Printed by: Warwick Printing Company

It’s time to get the heating on, make sure the fire’s 
working and get all comfy and cosy ready for the 
colder days, darker evenings and Halloween and 
Bonfire Night. Get in the mood for Halloween with 
our recipe for chocolate spider cupcakes on page 
29 – they’ll be a treat for some people and a trick for 
others! 
Arden School is holding its ever popular family 
fireworks event on 4th November, with food, drink 
and two firework displays. And the Ramada Hotel 
in Solihull is holding a Halloween Special – ‘Elvis 
Resurrection for one night only’ on Friday 27th 
October. For more details on these events please 
see page 8. 
Wishing you all a happy Halloween and hoping you 
get treated and not tricked! 

Zoe Reece 
Tel: 07557 220585
Email: zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
www.solihullindex.com

Welcome to the October issue of  
The Solihull Index.  

contents
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happy halloween

p
chartered town planners

p
At Progression we are also Chartered Town Planners and members of the Royal Town Planning Institute.
We specialise in dealing with planning applications and negotiating with the Local Authorities. We also 
prepare, submit and attend Planning Appeals, where applications are refused, putting our case forward 
from an applicant’s point of view.

As we aAs we are also Architects, we tend to think through our solutions creatively, at times from a perspective 
that is not immediately apparent. As Arboriculturists, we work together where tree issues meet planning 
issues, such as Tree Preservation Orders.

www.progressionarchitects.com

info@progressionarchitects.com
01564 730 191

www.progressiontownplanning.com

info@progressiontownplanning.com
01564 730 191

p pt+

“envisioning ideal layout”

“designing 
your 

dream space”

“taking the 
stress out of 

construction”

“a bespoke building designed for you”

Chartered Architects Gary Winn RIBA 
and Dean Poulton RIBA are Progression 
Architects and have been based in 
Solihull since 1992. They are about to 
celebrate 25 years in practice.

The practice specialises in the design of 
domestic house extensions, one off houses 
and conversions, although they also have 
some corporate blue chip clients.

They oThey offer an initial free appraisal of your 
project, within the solihull area, where their 
wealth of experience can be offered to 
examine your initial ideas and work with you 
to progress your ideas into a design.
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useful services

Answer Machine: 

    sj@tudorrosecurtains.co.uk 

             www.tudorrosecurtains.co.uk

                  No job too big 
                      or too small

call for a free no obligation quotation

      local interior designer

Sarah J Harper 

Tudor Rose Curtains
Curtains and Blinds

designed and made for you!

 

                         

check out 
Tudor Rose Curtains 
on facebook

07518 851063

0121 445 2072

TO ADVERTISE 
HERE

Contact Zoe Reece on 07557 220585 / 
zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
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Kate Oakley  
BSc (hons) MCSP Physiotherapy  

 Over 15 years experience 

 - Back Pain/Joint Pain 
 - Sports Injuries 
 - Rehabilitation - ‘Back Fit’  
  and ‘Ski Fit’ programmes  
  available 
 - Pregnancy Care and   
  Pregnancy Pilates 

We are just 3 
minutes drive from 
Knowle High Street. 

Katie Cooke  
BSc (hons) MChS Podiatry 

 Over 10 years experience

 

- Routine Chiropody 
 - Nail Surgery 
 - Biomechanical Assessments  
  and Orthotics 
 - Verruca Needling 
 - Medical Pedicures 
 - Diabetic Foot Checks 

Get in touch today to find out how we can 
help you get back on the road to recovery. 

01675 489 489
contact@daleswoodhealth.co.uk

 Daleswood Health, Barn House, Barston 
Lane, Solihull, B92 OJJ 

 

PHYSIOTHERAPY & PODIATRY
at Daleswood Health 
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useful serviceslocal events

community events

THE CORE LIBRARY
0121 704 6965

 

• �Councillor’s Surgery - these 

are face-to-face meetings 

held by councillors for local 

people to raise issues in their 

area. First and last Saturday of 

the month, 10.00am-12.00pm

• �Rhyme Time - Wednesdays 

10.15am to 10.30am, term-time 

only. A short interactive session 

for 0-2s that includes finger 

and action rhymes and songs. 

Come along and meet up 

with other parents/carers and 

discover what the library can 

offer your child

• �Meet and Play - Fridays 

10.15am to 11.15am, age 0 - 2 

years (term time only. Our new 

Meet and Play session offers 
the chance for young families 
to meet up, relax, chat, play, 
sing or make music together! 
The session is for families, led 
by families. Toys and musical 
instruments are provided. For 
more information contact 0121 
704 6965.

• �Homework Club - Tuesdays 
3.45pm to 5.15pm, term time 
only

• �Silent Reading Cafe - Held 
once a month on Thursday 
evenings, this is a chance to 
unwind and read in a cosy, 
informal environment without 
distractions. It begins with an 
hour of silent reading from 
6pm with a chance to chat (if 
you want) between 7pm and 
7.45pm. 

Bollywood Night  
Ramada Hotel Solihull 
20th October   
Bollywood Night with the funky 
Bollywood Showgirls. Audience 
participation included. £25 
per person. Price includes 2 
course Indian buffet, Bollywood 
Showgirls and DJ Entertainment. 
To book call 0121 711 2121.

Den Building   
Wednesday 26th October, 
10.30 - 11.30am
The Parkridge Centre, 
Brueton Park, B91 3HW   
Would you be able to survive outside 
this winter? Come and find out 
as you discover how to make a 
survival den in the woods, to keep 
warm and sheltered away from 
the cold. Suitable for children aged 
6+. Entrance costs £3.50 per child. 
For more information visit www.
warwickshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/whats-on

Bentley Heath 
Country Market’s 
Pumpkin Mania!   
Bentley Heath Community 
Centre, B93 9BQ
Friday 27th October, 
9.30-11.30am    
Half Term fun at Bentley Heath 
Country Market! For Halloween 
we are inviting producers 
and customers to bring along 
pumpkins to our competition.
Bentley Heath Country Market, 
which takes place every Friday 
(9:30-11:30) is a community hub 
for homecooked, homegrown and 
homemade produce. To celebrate 
Halloween and the school half 
term holidays we are holding a 
‘pumpkin’ competition which is 
open to all - producers, customers, 
adults and children. Grow, carve, 
make or bake a pumpkin and bring 
along. There will also be Halloween 
themed craft for children.

Elvis Resurrection for 
One Night Only – 
Halloween Special    
Friday 27th October, 
7.30pm – midnight 
Ramada Hotel, Solihull    
£27 per person, includes 2 
course dinner, Elvis tribute act 
and DJ entertainment. Call 
0121 711 2121 to book. 

The National Glass Fair  
Sunday 12th November, 
10.30am - 4pm 
National Motorcycle Museum, 
Coventry Road, Solihull B92 0EJ
Leading specialist fair with around 
90 exhibitors selling antique 
and collectable glass including 
contemporary artists showing their 
own work. Exhibition, refreshments, 
free parking. Admission £5. Call 
07887 762872 for more information.

Christmas Craft Fair  
Saturday 18th November, 
10.30am – 4.00pm
Bentley Heath Community 
Centre, B93 9BQ
There will be a selection of 
stalls selling Christmas gifts and 
decorations, as well as a Cake and 
Home Produce Stall, Tombola and 
Bottle Stall.  Refreshments will be 
available all day. Father Christmas 
will be visiting too! In aid of St. Philip’s 
Building For the Future Project.
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FESTIVE SUNDAY LUNCH  

Sunday 17th December 2017
Join us for our sumptuous 3 course Festive 

Sunday Lunch at St Johns Hotel.

Enjoy a glass of mulled wine or soft drink on 
arrival before savouring our festive lunch, 
accompanied by our pianist and Christmas 

carols with a local choir. As a special treat for 
the children, Santa will make a visit!  

£22 per adult
£13 per child (5-12 year olds)

Children under 5 years are free

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO BOOK A TABLE, 
PLEASE CONTACT US ON 0121 711 3000

THE ST JOHNS HOTEL
S O L I H U L L

NEW YEAR’S EVE
Celebrate New Year in style with 

the St Johns Hotel.

Arrive for a glass of sparkling wine and 
canapes followed by a festive three course meal 

with coffee and mince pies.

An evening of entertainment awaits with our 
DJ and disco and midnight munchies of bacon 

and egg rolls will be served at midnight. 

£75 per person

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO BOOK A TABLE, 
PLEASE CONTACT US ON 0121 711 3000

THE ST JOHNS HOTEL
S O L I H U L L
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FREE Pumpkin for every child
NEW Haunted House
NEW Mystifying Halloween  
 Show
NEW Terrifying Terror Maze
NEW Laser Combat Zombie  
 Run (8+)
 Magic and Mayhem
 with Agnes the Witch
 Bewitching Trailer Ride
 Plus... all the usual
 Hatton favourite  
 activities

www.hattonworld.com

Terms and Conditions apply - see website for details

ONLINE DISCOUNTS
for advance booking at hattonworld.com

ADVENTURE. ANIMALS. ACTION.

PUMPKIN WEEK
21st - 29th October 2017



Santa’s
Grotto

@ EarlswoodGLC
Every weekend from Saturday 25th November

PLUS Monday 18th to Saturday 23rd December

TICKETS
ON SALE
NOW

For details and to book, visit
www.earlswoodglc.co.uk/grotto

FORSHAW HEATH ROAD | EARLSWOOD | SOLIHULL | B94 5JU
t. 01564 702314 | sales@earlswoodglc.co.uk | www.earlswoodglc.co.uk

EARLSWOOD
GARDEN  &  LANDSCAPE  CENTRE

©



Goosebumps are part of Halloween spookiness but what are they and what causes them?

G
oosebumps 
are actually left 
over from our 
evolutionary 
past. They occur 

when tiny muscles around 
the base of each hair tense, 
pulling the hair more erect. If 
we had a good covering of 
fur, like a cat, this would fluff 
up our coat and allow it to 
trap more air, providing better 
insulation. But with our thin 
body hair, it just makes our 
skin look strange and pimply!

We feel our hair bristle when 
we are frightened. Many 
mammals fluff up their fur 
when threatened because 
it makes them look bigger 
and more dangerous. 
Humans used to have a 
similar defence mechanism 
but now that we have so 
little body hair it doesn’t 
work in the same way. But 
evolution has left us with the 
sensation of the hairs we 
do have standing on end.

Interestingly we sometimes 

get the same effect when we 
hear beautiful music or look 
at an evocative work of art. 
Scientists have discovered 
that when we experience 
an intense emotional feeling 
in response to music a 
chemical called dopamine 
is released. Dopamine is a 
factor in both intense fear 
and intense pleasure (though 
in different parts of the brain) 
but one of its universal effects 
is to produce goosebumps! 
So now you know.

goosebumps!
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FUNCTION ROOM HIRE
SOLIHULL

•  Perfect for parties,  weddings 
 and conferences
•  Up to 120 guests
•  Licensed bar, serving hot & cold drinks
•  Catering can be arranged if required

SPECIAL OFFER: FRIDAY NIGHT ROOM HIRE ONLY £50! SATURDAY NIGHT £100.

0121 709 2233

Solihull Indoor 
Bowls Club
Solihull Indoor 
Bowls Club

Brick Kiln Lane
(O� Widney Lane)

Solihull, B91 3LE

A stylish and contemporary shopping village made up of sixteen beautiful barns 
and coffee shop in a courtyard setting, offering a wide range 

of unique quality products from around the world.

Yew Tree Farm Shop
Home Baking & Local Produce

01564 795688
Cowshed Eaterie

Brunches, Lunches,  
Afternoon Tea
01564 792979

The Antiques Shop
Collectables, Antiques  

and Vintage
01564 898200

Giftivity
Giftware and Interiors

The Wild Hare
Handmade  

Cards & Jewellery
01564 792785

Beyond the Blue
Lifestyle Clothing

01564 792025
Yew Tree Salon

Hairdressers
01564 795429

The Cardio Shop
Home Fitness Equipment

01564 854554
Henley Chocolates

Chocolaterie
01564 794718

Gosh Boutique
01564 793355  01564 793030

Greys Teas
Speciality Teas
01564 792295

Le Grenier
English and French  
Antique Furniture

01564 795401
The Garden 

Furniture Centre
Garden & Conservatory 

Furniture
01564 793652

Bizarto
Design & Training

01564 793366
Della and James

Lingerie and Swimwear
01564 794255

H for Hats
Hats & Hat Hire
01564 792785

MEET - GREET - SHOP - EAT
With something for the whole family,

Yew Tree Farm Shopping Village comprises the following units:

YEW TREE FARM 
COURTYARD SHOPPING

YEW TREE FARM COURTYARD SHOPPING, STRATFORD ROAD, WOOTTON WAWEN, WARWICKSHIRE B95 6BY. 
GENERAL OPENING TIMES TUESDAY - SUNDAY 10AM - 5PM. SOME UNITS NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK. 

WWW.YEW-TREE-FARM.CO.UK

   

NEW AUTUMN/CHRISTMAS STOCK NOW IN

NEW AUTUMN COLLECTION 
AT BEYOND THE BLUE
New Autumn range at Beyond the Blue Lifestyle Clothing
Mens, Ladies and Children's ranges including:-
 
Joules, Pomodoro, Lazy Jacks, Weird Fish, Tulchan, Animal, 
Jack Murphy, Mistral, Lighthouse and Kipling Bags



goosebumps!
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CINEMA

The Mountain Between Us
from 6th October    
Stranded after a tragic plane 
crash, two strangers must forge a 
connection to survive the extreme 
elements of a remote snow covered 
mountain. When they realise help 
is not coming, they embark on a 
perilous journey across hundreds 
of miles of wilderness, pushing one 
another to endure and discovering 
strength they never knew possible. 

The Glass Castle  
from 6th October    
Based on 
Jeannette Walls’ 
bestselling 
memoir, this film 
tells the story of 
how Jeannette 
grew up with an 
eccentric father 
and a family 
of nomads, 
moving every few months. Her 
father convinced Jeannette 
and her sisters that their life was 
a glorious adventure to distract 
them from their poverty. 

 Paddington 2
from 10th November   
‘Paddington 2’ 
continues the 
adventures 
of the little 
bear from 
darkest Peru, 
now that he’s 
a permanent 
member of 
the Brown 
family. His 
Aunt Lucy’s 100th birthday is 
coming up, and he’s trying to 
find her the perfect present. 
An antique book could be 
exactly what he needs – but 
when a dastardly thief snatches 
it, it’s up to Paddington and 
the Browns to get it back. 

To book please visit  
www.cineworld.co.uk

THEATRE
The Core Theatre, Solihull  
(formerly Solihull Arts Complex)

The Nutcracker by Ballet 
Theatre UK    
Tuesday 24th October 
Whether continuing a valued 
tradition or discovering the magic of 
this beloved festive classic for the first 
time – Ballet Theatre UK’s Nutcracker 
is sure to leave you with a sense of 
warmth and treasured memories 
that will last a lifetime. Tchaikovsky’s 

most loved and unforgettable 
musical score combines with 
magical choreography, exquisite 
costumes and breath-taking 
scenery that together creates an 
atmosphere of fantasy and illusion.

Monstersaurus 
Friday 27th October 
This brand new show from the 
creators of Aliens Love Underpants 
is monster-ously good! Follow the 
young 
inventor 
Monty as 
he creates 
a whole 
world of 
whacky inventions and incredible 
monsters. This energetic show - full of 
thrills, spills, magic and mayhem - will 
delight the whole family, with original 
music and plenty of audience 
participation! Suitable for ages: 3+ 

Peter Pan - A Musical 
Adventure  
Tuesday 7th – Saturday 
11th November   
JM Barrie’s timeless tale of the 
boy who refused to grow up is 
re-born as a spectacular musical 
with a score by Stile & Drewe and 
a book by the late Willis Hall, as 
Peter Pan and Tinkerbell whisk the 
Darling family’s children beyond 
the stars to his island where there 
are “no tedious distances between 
one adventure and the next”.

To book please visit www.
thecoretheatresolihull.co.uk

a taster of what’s on in october & november ...



useful knowledge

P
eople carved scary 
looking turnip lanterns 
and lit them with 
candles to ward off 
spirits. When the Irish 

migrated to America, they 
found that pumpkins grown 
there were much easier to 
carve so adapted their custom.

My children love to carve 
pumpkins. Oh who am I 
kidding, my husband and I love 
it too and over the years our 
designs have become more 
ambitious. Here are a few tips.

Start with the right pumpkin. 
It should be fresh with a sturdy 
stem, no bruises and a flat 
bottom so it won’t roll. A smooth 
one is easier to carve and if 
you can find one with a flatter 
‘face’ so much the better.

Use proper safety pumpkin 
carving sets. No-one wants to 
spend Halloween sat in the 
accident and emergency 
department dressed as 
Dracula’s Bride. Ok that was 
the one year I did NOT 
use proper pumpkin 
saw and I was more 
at risk at dying from 
embarrassment 
than the blood loss 
but don’t risk it folks.

Cut the lid using 

the saw angled in towards 
the stem. That way the lid 
won’t drop inside the pumpkin 
when you replace it.

Scoop out all the pulp and 
some of the flesh - an ice 
cream scoop works brilliantly.

You can now download 
patterns from the internet. These 
are terrific if you have limited 
artistic skills like me. Tape the 
pattern to the pumpkin (make 
little cuts around the edge of 
the pattern if the pumpkin is 
a bit too round, and that way 
it will fit better). Then use a pin 
or small nail to puncture the 
paper and the outer skin of the 
pumpkin at intervals of around 
1/4 inch / 0.5 cm, or even 
closer for intricate designs.

If it’s difficult to see your 
poked-out pattern, rub a little 
corn flour or baby powder 
into the dots. The dots will turn 
bright white and your design will 
magically appear.

Carve the tiniest sections 
first. Then carve the areas 
in the centre of the pattern, 
and then work outwards. That 
way you can rest your hand 
on the uncut bits of pumpkin, 
not your carved-out design.

Rather than always cutting all 
the way through the pumpkin try 
just removing some of the skin. 
The yellow flesh underneath will 
glow when lit up from inside.  

Spread Vaseline on the cut 
edges to seal in moisture. If 
you have to carve it a few 
days in advance and it shrivels 
you can revive it with a face-
down soak in cold water. 

Pumpkin carving is a great 
activity for all the family. You 
can make it competitive, 
or have a theme for your 
pumpkins, or invite friends over 
for a pumpkin carving party. 
Just don’t end up in casualty 
wearing a wild wig and face 
paint. A safe Halloween is a 

Happy Halloween!

carve the  
best pumpkin

Carving Jack O’ 
Lanterns dates back 
to an old Celtic 
holiday, Samhain. 
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SOLIHULL 
BELIEVE IN

THIS CHRISTMAS

Solihull brings you into the festive season with 
a traditional and warm welcome. This year the 
town centre will showcase a brand new 14-day 
Christmas market (23rd November – 6th De-
cember) with a variety of Christmas gifts, food 
and drinks on offer. It doesn’t just end there, the 
town centre will be alive with 3 wise men and 
their camels, balloon modelling elves, Dickensi-
an characters, stilt walkers, choirs, a grotto in 
Touchwood, a charity gift wrapping service in 
Mell Square and much more. 
Keep an eye on our website for dates and times.

WWW.SOLIHULLBID.CO.UK
0121 285 1370

Lady Katherine Housing & Care 

!  

The Court Of Lady Katherine Leveson   
Sheltered	Housing	

(Live	independently	with	the	added	value	of	support	on	site)	

Residen0al	Care	
(Have	your	personal	care	needs	met	in	a	truly	unique	and	vibrant	Care	Home)	

Respite	Care	
(Come	and	have	a	short	break	with	us	or	give	your	loved	one	a	short	

holiday	with	us	while	you	have	a	break)	

Enablement	
(Spend	some	quality	0me	with	us	a;er	a	hospital	stay,	build	up	your	

strength	for	that	return	home)	

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
contact 

 Chris Mundell       Kevin Allen 
 Fundraising & Marketing Officer    Registered Care Manager 
 01564 772415       01564 772850                                   
 cmundell@leveson.org.uk     kallen@leveson.org.uk 

Temple Balsall, Knowle, Solihull, B93 0AN 
       Company No. 7890553                   www.leveson.org.uk            Registered Charity 1146710
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Lady Katherine Housing & Care 

!  

The Court Of Lady Katherine Leveson   
Sheltered	Housing	

(Live	independently	with	the	added	value	of	support	on	site)	

Residen0al	Care	
(Have	your	personal	care	needs	met	in	a	truly	unique	and	vibrant	Care	Home)	

Respite	Care	
(Come	and	have	a	short	break	with	us	or	give	your	loved	one	a	short	

holiday	with	us	while	you	have	a	break)	

Enablement	
(Spend	some	quality	0me	with	us	a;er	a	hospital	stay,	build	up	your	

strength	for	that	return	home)	

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
contact 

 Chris Mundell       Kevin Allen 
 Fundraising & Marketing Officer    Registered Care Manager 
 01564 772415       01564 772850                                   
 cmundell@leveson.org.uk     kallen@leveson.org.uk 

Temple Balsall, Knowle, Solihull, B93 0AN 
       Company No. 7890553                   www.leveson.org.uk            Registered Charity 1146710
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Do you need a Helping Hand?
If you are looking for an alternative to residential care 
or extra support for those everyday tasks that are 
becoming difficult for you or a loved one – then we’re 
here to help in Solihull from 30 minutes per week to 
full-time live-in Care.

Our care teams have been providing award-winning 
quality home care since 1989 and can help with: 
personal care, housekeeping, help getting around or 
even to provide a break to an existing family member 
or care-giver.

For more information
www.helpinghands.co.uk

Looking for care?
0121 514 6797

Care and Nursing at Home
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bluebird care solihull
Expert care in the comfort of your own home.         

•  Companionship, help around the home, 
 cooking meals
•  Personal care such as helping with showering,   
 shaving, getting up in the morning and getting   
 to bed at night
•  Your own dedicated care staff, carefully selected
•  2017 customer survey: 100% would recommend  
 us to a friend. 100% said Bluebird care was   
 superior to or better than their previous company

Tel: 0121 711 7435
Email Solihull@bluebirdcare.co.uk
www.bluebirdcare.co.uk/solihull

Become a CAREGiver with Home Instead

Do you have a warm heart and caring 
nature? Then you sound perfect for us. We 

are always recruiting for CAREGivers to 
work with our lovely clients.

Each Home Instead Senior Care© franchise office is independently owned and operated.
Copyright © Home Instead 2017.

Tel: 01564 330 395 or 0121 270 4615
www.homeinstead.co.uk/solihull
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home improvements

BROUGHTON
F I R E P L AC E S  

At Woodglow we make fireplaces to suit your requirements – any shape, any size, any style, any 
colour. We are an established family-run business that have been trading for over 20 years. 

Come and visit us at our showroom in Olton Hollow and see what we could do for you.

0121 707 2306
59 Warwick Road, Olton, Solihull B92 7HS
Open Monday to Saturday 10am – 5pm

EXPERTS IN THE DESIGN, 
BUILD, INSTALL AND SERVICING 
OF FIRES AND FIREPLACES.

WOODGLOW
F I R E P L A C E S

Whatever your idea is of time well spent, we’re pretty sure it doesn’t 
include cleaning. That’s our job. Merry Maids  give you back the time you 
want to concentrate on the things that you enjoy. 

Contact Merry Maids on 0121 340 3150

Instant quote & booking with Merry Maids 

.co.uk

• Trained & uniformed teams
• Satisfaction guaranteed

• Insured for your protection
• Equipment & supplies provided

NEW!!
 instant customised

online quote & booking

ORDER ONLINE

Build your clean, 

your way.

*when you book online and use the discount code ‘Solilaunch15’. Valid until 31/08/2017 with Merry Maids of Solihull. Offer must be used at the time of booking. Only valid for new customers. Not to be used 
in conjunction with any other offer.
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20  The Solihull Directory Email: rachael@thelocaldirectories.co.uk

Useful Services

Bespoke content managed websites are cheaper than you think.
Call now for a chat about your website, social media & marketing needs.

T: 0121 369 1977
studio@hotlobster.uk.com

www.hotlobster.uk.com

Hotlobster Design offers you up-to-date 
websites to replace your tired ones. 

Does your 
website look old 

and dated?

Hotlobster2 A5.pdf   1   9/04/14   6:39 PM

0102 - Solihull Dir_April 2014.indd   20 11/04/14   10:47 AM
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recipe corner

For the cakes:
100g Plain flour
20g Cocoa powder
140g caster sugar
1 1/2 tsp baking powder
Pinch salt
40g Unsalted butter (room temp)
120ml whole milk
1 egg
1/4 tsp vanilla extract

For the icing:
300g Icing sugar (sifted)
100g Unsalted butter (room temp)
40g Cocoa powder
40ml Whole milk

For decoration:
Pot of chocolate sprinkles
Sweets for eyeballs
Black string liquorice - cut into 5cm strips

Method
Preheat the oven to Gas 3 / 175C
Place the flour, cocoa powder, caster sugar, baking 
powder, salt and butter into an electric mixer (or use 
a handheld whisk) and beat on a slow speed until the 
mixture looks grainy, like sand. In a separate jug whisk the 
milk, egg and vanilla extract together. Pour half into the 
flour mixture. Beat well to combine and make sure you get 
rid of any lumps. Add the second half of the egg and milk 
mixture and beat until the mixture is smooth (about two 
minutes). Spoon the mixture into 12 paper cupcake cases 
and bake in the oven for 20-25 minutes until cooked. Set 
aside to cool. To make the icing: Beat the icing sugar, 
butter and cocoa powder together by hand or in an 
electric mixer. Add the milk a little at a time then beat 
well until the mixture is light and fluffy. Use this to cover the 
cooled cakes. To finish the spiders: Pour the chocolate 
sprinkles on to a saucer. Take each iced cake and dip 
the icing into the sprinkles to make the hairy spider’s body. 
Place two ‘eyeballs’ on each cupcake. Use a skewer to 
poke 4 holes on opposite sides of each cupcake; insert 
liquorice strips into each hole.

Chocolate Spider 
Cupcakes 
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a good read
reviews By Willow Coby

When I Was Invisible
by Dorothy Koomson

We have all felt invisible 
at times. Whether it is in 
the staff room at work 
where everyone else is
chatting and you feel 
left out. Or waiting to be 
served somewhere and 
it seems as if everyone 
else is being served 
first. But what if the one 
person you feel you 
should be able to turn 
to when things go wrong 
ignores your plight?
This novel tells the story of two girls with the same 
name. Veronica (Roni) Harper and Veronika
(Nika) Harper met when they were eight years old 
and knew they were immediately destined to
become ballerinas. However, life doesn’t always go 
as planned and both girls, now in their thirties
are living invisible lives: one is a nun and one is 
living homeless on the streets of Birmingham.
Neither planned to be there and the story of how 
they got there gradually unfolds, told in the first
person by both Roni and Nika.
What ultimately lies at the heart of this is a betrayal 
that ran so deep it destroyed both
friendships and lives. As Roni leaves the convent 
overwhelmed by guilt and seeks out Nika to make
amends the novel builds to a tense climax as the 
true nature of the betrayal is revealed and the
many layers of their lives are peeled back.
Some choose to be invisible in our busy society, 
others feel invisible and lost because of the way 
they are treated. This moving novel reminds us to 
listen to others and pay attention to their lives.

Operation Eiffel Tower         
by Elen Caldecott

This children’s 
book, aimed 
at 9-11- year-
old readers is 
a sweet and 
touching tale of 
four siblings who 
live in a seaside 
resort with their 
parents. Lauren, 
Jack, Ruby, and 
Billy enjoy living by 
the sea. Jack
helps out at the local adventure golf course and 
plays the odd round when things are quiet. But 
life isn’t all great and the children are fed up of 
hearing their parents arguing.
Lauren reads in one of her magazines that a 
weekend break in Paris is the perfect way to 
reignite a relationship and so the children plot to 
raise money to send Mum and Dad to Paris to help 
them remember why they fell in love. It becomes 
known as ‘Operation Eiffel Tower’. However, before 
long, Dad moves out and the children fear that 
they are too late.
This novel deals with the break-up of a family in a 
realistic way, with humour thrown in. It shows
that relationships don’t always work out as planned, 
and neither do our hopes and dreams. Will it
have the happy ending that the four siblings want? 
And if it doesn’t have they failed, or can things
still work out okay?
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puzzle time

WIN 2 tickets   
to see Jongleurs on the Road  

Thursday 16th November  
The Core Theatre, Solihull (formerly Solihull Arts Complex)

For your chance to win these tickets, worth £24, visit the Core Theatre website page for this 
event - www.thecoretheatresolihull.co.uk - to find the answer to this question: 

Who does Peter Kay liken Jo Enright, one of the comedians in the show, to?
 

Email your answer to: thecoretheatre@solihull.gov.uk – and please put ‘Jongleurs’ 
as the subject line

Closing date for entries is 31st October and the winner will be drawn at random and 
notified by email after this date. 

About the Show:
Jongleurs is the byword for live stand up comedy.  

Hosted by Maureen Younger.
Stand up comic, compere, actor, ad hoc 
radio talking head and writer for magazines 
such as the new online magazine for switched 
on women Standard Issue, Her Edit, as well 
as Psychologies Magazine‘s new blogging 
platform, Life Labs. As a comic Maureen is a 
rare creature, a Brit who speaks languages, so 
she also gigs in Germany, Austria, Germany, 
France and Spain, having lived abroad for 
many years.
She is joined by:

George Egg
Following two sell out years in a row at the 
Edinburgh Fringe with his first show ANARCHIST 
COOK, award winning comedian George Egg 
returned to Edinburgh in 2017 with a new show 
demonstrating more ingenious live cooking, this 
time using DIY tools.  As comfortable cooking 
now as doing his quirky stand up show George 

likes to mix up his act so a couple of surprises 
maybe likely!

Jo Enright 
Jo Enright has worked with many of the 
UK’s leading comedy writers and directors. 
Appearing alongside Peter Kay in Phoenix 
Nights, with Steve Coogan in I’m Alan Partridge 
and playing the female lead Sue, in Life’s Too 
Short, directed by Ricky Gervais and Stephen 
Merchant.  Jo has recently received rave 
reviews for the part of Angela in three series of 
ITV’s The Job Lot.
Jeff Innocent 
Comedian, actor and writer Jeff has a diverse 
career taking him from writer (notably with The 
Economist) to films, to TV via Edinburgh and 
Radio.  Hugely respected this East End ‘Guv’Nor’ 
shows the young folk how to do it.  The list of 
professionals he has worked with is endless and 
his unique charm and humour is memorable.

*Suitable age around 16+ as may contain strong language/subject matter.

COMPETITION
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Windows, Doors and Conservatories
Mainstream is a specialist manufacturer of high quality windows, doors & 
conservatories. We have a huge range of products including bifold doors, 

orangeries, glass extensions, pvc and upvc windows.

Over 20 Years Experience
For over 20 years, our 
award-winning FENSA 
regulated firm has successfully 
manufactured and supplied 
windows, doors and 
conservatories to our clients. 

The Personal Touch 
Our company is owned and 
run by three experienced 
directors that work in a 
‘hands-on’ role. No job is too 
small or too large for us and if 
you are looking for something 
different, we can make 
bespoke products just for you. 

High Quality Standards
We pride ourselves on attention 
to detail, and all of our products 
are manufactured ‘in-house’ at 
our Head Office in the West 
Midlands. And the same goes 
for our fitters – they are our own 
trusted staff, with many years’ 
experience between them.

01564 320013
www.mainstream-doubleglazing.co.uk

10% OFF 
all orders if you quote 

reference KDM.

Come and see our new high performance 
Origin Aluminium Windows and doors.

1018/1020 Yardley Wood Road, 
Yardley Wood Birmingham B14 4BW

Office Tel: 0121 430 9150
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Mainstream Windows is a 
leading supplier of all types 
of replacement domestic 
UPVC & Aluminium Bifold 
doors. Whether you are 
looking for a new front 
entrance, back entrance 
or garage options, 
Mainstream’s expert team 
can advise you on the best 
product to suit your property, 
lifestyle and budget.

F
or front entrance  
and back entrance, 
there are three main 
types of products  
used in homes today – 

wooden, UPVC and  
composite doors.

UPVC Doors
UPVC doors are available in 
a wide range of colours and 
finishes and their comparative 
lower cost to alternative 
materials has made them 
popular in recent years. They 
also have other benefits, 
such as a higher resistance 
to weathering and generally 
require less maintenance

Bifold doors
Bifold doors are built to stack 
neatly to one or both sides of 
an aperture when open. This 
allows people to move freely 
from inside to outside or from 
one room to another. These 
can be used as room dividers 
or to open onto a balcony or 
terrace.

Composite Doors
As their name suggests, 
they are made up from 
several different materials to 
produce a robust, secure and 
attractive-looking to protect 
your home. The combination 
of materials, such as PVC, 
wood, insulating foam and 
GRP (glass reinforced plastic) 
results in a product that is very 
strong and requires no painting 
or varnishing to keep it looking 
good over its long lifetime. An 
occasional wipe with a damp 
cloth is all that is needed to 
keep it clean and retain its 
smart appearance.

Porches

A-door-able! 
UPVC & Bifold Doors to Suit All Applications 
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useful knowledge
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W
hen I was a child we used to 
make a guy. We’d stuff a shirt 
and an old pair of trousers with 
newspaper or hay and top it 
with a papier-mâché head or 

a balloon wearing a mask. We’d then proudly 
wheel it in a barrow to the guy competition in 
our village and the winning one would receive 
a prize. Then they would all be burned on the 
bonfire on November 5th. My dad remembers 
as a child wheeling his homemade effigy round 
the village where he grew up shouting ‘Penny for 
the Guy.’ Any money he and his friends made 
was spent on fireworks which they set off either 
in their gardens or in the local park! Guy-making 
is a tradition which seems to have died out...

possibly on the grounds of health and safety. 
Nowadays it being eclipsed by Halloween. 

Most families prefer to attend a closely 
controlled public event on the closest 
weekend to November 5th. In a few places 
though the tradition of the guy still continues 
in a more traditional form with street 
processions and blazing barrels of tar!

Bonfire Night was once the only day of the 
year when fireworks were seen in Britain, but 
firework displays are now commonplace at 
weddings, big public events and New Year. The 
significance of fireworks has been somewhat 
lost which is a bit of a shame as it’s a part 
of British folklore. Perhaps this year we should 
make an effort to bring back the Guy.

penny for the guy
B R I N G  Y O U R  PA RT Y  T O  O U R  PA RT Y !

info@nailcotehall.co.uk
Nailcote Lane, Berkswell, Warwickshire CV7 7DE

TICKET PRICES INCLUDE 3 COURSE MEAL - WE WILL CATER FOR ANY SPECIAL DIETARY NEEDS BY PRIOR ARRANGEMENT

at Nailcote Hall Hotel
in                     &

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO SEE FULL DETAILS
www.nailcotehall.co.uk

BOOKING HOTLINE CALL: 02476 466174

OCTOBER 2017
Sat 7th      ‘BACK TO THE 80’s’ PARTY with 80’s EXPERIENCE                                                       £39.50

Fri 13th     ‘LENNON AND McCARTNEY’ with THE LENNON AND McCARTNEY EXPERIENCE          £32.50

Sat 21st    THE ‘BEE GEES’ SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER PARTY with STAYIN’ ALIVE                          35.00

NOVEMBER 2017
Sat 11th    MOTOWN DIVAS SHOW with THE DREAMETTES                                                            £32.50

Sat 25th    THE SNOWBALL ‘BLACK TIE’ PARTY NIGHT with THE SOUNDATIONS                           £49.50

DECEMBER 2017
Fri 1st       THE ‘TAKE THAT’ SPECTACULAR with ‘TAKE@THAT’                                                     £39.50

Fri 1st       THE XMAS ‘MAMMA MIA’ PARTY with BOOTLEG ABBA                                                £37.50

Sat 2nd     CHRISTMAS ‘MOTOWN’ PARTY with THE BROTHERS OF SOUL                                     £42.50

Sat 2nd     BACK TO THE 60’S PARTY with THE REVOLVERS                                                          £37.50

Fri 8th       SWINGING 60’s & MOTOWN PARTY with THE KRYSTALETTES                                      £37.50

Fri 8th       CHRISTMAS ‘BACK TO THE 80’s’ PARTY with 80’s EXPERIENCE                                  £42.50

Fri 15th     The BEST ‘PARTY ANIMALS’ NIGHT with RANG A TANG                                               £39.50

Fri 15th     THE ULTIMATE SOUL PARTY with THE BOOZE BROTHERS                                             £42.50

Sat 16th    ‘HITS OF THE DECADES’ PARTY with JARZINO                                                              £39.50

Sat 16th    THE XMAS SOUL AND FUNK PARTY with ‘MARKS BROTHERS’                                     £42.50

Tue 19th   OLLY MURS & BRUNO MARS PARTY with ROBBIE GLENN                                            £35.00

Wed 20th  GEORGE BENSON - STEVIE WONDER PARTY with NAT AUGUSTIN                                £35.00

Thu 21st   THE No.1 ROD STEWART TRIBUTE with GARRY PEASE                                                 £35.00

Fri 22nd    ‘BACK TO THE 80’s’ XMAS PARTY with GR80’s                                                             £35.00

Sat 23rd   CHRISTMAS MOTOWN DIVAS SHOW with THE DREAMETTES                                       £35.00

Sun 31st   NEW YEARS EVE ‘BLACK TIE’ MOTOWN BALL with THE BROTHERS OF SOUL              £85.00

NH_knowle_dorridge_full_page.qxp_september_2017  04/09/2017  10:44  Page 1
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christmas survivalpuzzle time

To book tickets call 0871 200 2000
or visit www.cineworld.co.uk
Conference Facilities and Gift Vouchers also available Touchwood, Solihull.

how to play

sudoku
It’s simple!
Fill in the grid so that each row, column
and 3x3 box, contains the numbers 
1 through to 9 with no repetition.
You don’t need to be a genius. These
puzzles use logic alone. Watch out!
Sudoku is highly addictive.  

0101-10 - Knowle & Dorridge_August:0099-0 - June DHD  2/8/13  3:36 PM  Page 40

suduko page.pdf   1   3/09/13   10:22 AM

crossword

clues

answers on page 41

B R I N G  Y O U R  PA RT Y  T O  O U R  PA RT Y !

info@nailcotehall.co.uk
Nailcote Lane, Berkswell, Warwickshire CV7 7DE

TICKET PRICES INCLUDE 3 COURSE MEAL - WE WILL CATER FOR ANY SPECIAL DIETARY NEEDS BY PRIOR ARRANGEMENT

at Nailcote Hall Hotel
in                     &

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO SEE FULL DETAILS
www.nailcotehall.co.uk

BOOKING HOTLINE CALL: 02476 466174

OCTOBER 2017
Sat 7th      ‘BACK TO THE 80’s’ PARTY with 80’s EXPERIENCE                                                       £39.50

Fri 13th     ‘LENNON AND McCARTNEY’ with THE LENNON AND McCARTNEY EXPERIENCE          £32.50

Sat 21st    THE ‘BEE GEES’ SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER PARTY with STAYIN’ ALIVE                          35.00

NOVEMBER 2017
Sat 11th    MOTOWN DIVAS SHOW with THE DREAMETTES                                                            £32.50

Sat 25th    THE SNOWBALL ‘BLACK TIE’ PARTY NIGHT with THE SOUNDATIONS                           £49.50

DECEMBER 2017
Fri 1st       THE ‘TAKE THAT’ SPECTACULAR with ‘TAKE@THAT’                                                     £39.50

Fri 1st       THE XMAS ‘MAMMA MIA’ PARTY with BOOTLEG ABBA                                                £37.50

Sat 2nd     CHRISTMAS ‘MOTOWN’ PARTY with THE BROTHERS OF SOUL                                     £42.50

Sat 2nd     BACK TO THE 60’S PARTY with THE REVOLVERS                                                          £37.50

Fri 8th       SWINGING 60’s & MOTOWN PARTY with THE KRYSTALETTES                                      £37.50

Fri 8th       CHRISTMAS ‘BACK TO THE 80’s’ PARTY with 80’s EXPERIENCE                                  £42.50

Fri 15th     The BEST ‘PARTY ANIMALS’ NIGHT with RANG A TANG                                               £39.50

Fri 15th     THE ULTIMATE SOUL PARTY with THE BOOZE BROTHERS                                             £42.50

Sat 16th    ‘HITS OF THE DECADES’ PARTY with JARZINO                                                              £39.50

Sat 16th    THE XMAS SOUL AND FUNK PARTY with ‘MARKS BROTHERS’                                     £42.50

Tue 19th   OLLY MURS & BRUNO MARS PARTY with ROBBIE GLENN                                            £35.00

Wed 20th  GEORGE BENSON - STEVIE WONDER PARTY with NAT AUGUSTIN                                £35.00

Thu 21st   THE No.1 ROD STEWART TRIBUTE with GARRY PEASE                                                 £35.00

Fri 22nd    ‘BACK TO THE 80’s’ XMAS PARTY with GR80’s                                                             £35.00

Sat 23rd   CHRISTMAS MOTOWN DIVAS SHOW with THE DREAMETTES                                       £35.00

Sun 31st   NEW YEARS EVE ‘BLACK TIE’ MOTOWN BALL with THE BROTHERS OF SOUL              £85.00

NH_knowle_dorridge_full_page.qxp_september_2017  04/09/2017  10:44  Page 1
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local police 
contact
for Solihull

Solihull police station

Telephone: 0845 113 5000

Health

NHS non-emergency 		  111

Grove Surgery			   0121 705 1105

Northbrook Group Practice		 0121 746 5000

Hobs Moat Medical Centre 	 0121 742 5211

Solihull Hospital			   0121 424 2000

Spire Parkway Hospital 		  0845 850 1451

Council 

Solihull Council 			   0121 704 6000

Utilities

Electricity power cut 		  0800 6783 105

Gas leak 			   0800 111 9999

Severn Trent Water		  024 7771 5000

Severn Trent Water (emergencies)	 0800 783 4444

Travel 

National Rail Enquiries 		  03457 48 49 50

Network West Midlands (buses)	 0345 303 6760

LOCAL COUNCILLORS 
SILHILL 
Margaret Bassett 
Tel: 0121 706 9045
margaret.bassett@solihull.gov.uk

Peter Hogarth MBE
Tel: 0121 705 5455
phogarth@solihull.gov.uk

Robert Hulland 
Tel: 0121 707 0493
rhulland@solihull.gov.uk

ST ALPHEGE  
Stuart Davis
Tel: 01564 776293
sdavis@solihull.gov.uk

Joe Tildesley
Tel: 0121 705 3086
joetildesley@solihull.gov.uk

Kate Wild
Tel: 07917 550 644
kawild@solihull.gov.uk

Councillor surgeries these are face-to-face meetings held by councillors for local people to raise issues 
in their area. Held at The Core Library, Solihull on the first and last Saturday of the month, 10am – 12 noon. 
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from page 39

Crossword Solution
from page 39

Architects 
5	 Progression 	 01564 730191

Bathrooms
19	 EH Smith	 0121 713 7100
25	 OT Bathrooms	 0121 707 8612

Blinds / Curtains / Fabric 
6	 Tudor Rose Curtains	 0121 445 2072
6	 Soft Options 	 01564 783399

Car Services 
1	 Easylease	 0121 693 0573
42	 Johnsons Cars	 01564 454081
43	 Crossroads Service 
	 Station 	 01564 703225
43	 Steve Lane Cars 	 01564 822209

Care Services
21	 Lady Katherine Housing 	01564 772850
22	 Helping Hands 	 0121 514 6797
23	 Home Instead 	 0121 270 4615
23	 Bluebird Care 	 0121 711 7435

Carpets
3	 Don Mander	 01564 700 200

Central Heating / Gas Services / Boilers 
7	 Stephen Smith & Son	 01564 200119

Cleaning Services
23	 Reach & Wash Window 
	 Cleaning 	 07842 167986 
26	 Merry Maids 	 0121 340 3150

Drives
11	 Dimension Landscape 
	 & Driveways	 0121 733 1463

Events 
38	 Nailcote Hall 	 02476 466174
9	 St Johns Hotel 	 0121 711 3000
12	 Hatton Adventure 
	 World 	 01926 843411
13	 Earlswood Garden 
	 & Landscape Centre	 01564 702314

Fascias & Gutters 
27	 Proline	 0800 956 1315

Fireplaces
26	 Woodglow	 0121 707 2306

Garden Centres / 
Services / Landscaping 
10 	 Oakland Group – lights  	0121 416 0408
11	 Dimension Landscape 
	 & Driveways	 0121 733 1463
24 	 Oakland Group – lights  	0121 416 0408
37	 Oakland Group	 01564 758608 

Graphic Design 
28	 Hotlobster Design Ltd	 0121 369 1977

Health & Beauty & Wellbeing
7	 Daleswood Health 	 01675 489489

Kitchens 
19	 EH Smith	 0121 713 7100

Memorials 
18	 Yardley Memorials 	 0121 706 2473	

Plumbing
7	 Stephen Smith & Son	 01564 200119

Restaurants
2 	 The Barn at Berryfields 	 01676 522155

Roofing 
44	 N Bird & Son 	 0800 195 6946

Shopping 
15	 Yew Tree Farm 	 01564 792701

Stairs 
27	 Lyndale Stairs 	 01543 677780

Venue Hire 
14	 Solihull Indoor 
	 Bowls Club 	 0121 709 2233

Windows & Doors  
33	 BMT 	  0121 771 4999
34-35 Mainstream 	 01564 320013
36 	 Howard Yarnold 	 0121 414 0808
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LOCAL COUNCILLORS 
SILHILL 
Margaret Bassett 
Tel: 0121 706 9045
margaret.bassett@solihull.gov.uk

Peter Hogarth MBE
Tel: 0121 705 5455
phogarth@solihull.gov.uk

Robert Hulland 
Tel: 0121 707 0493
rhulland@solihull.gov.uk

ST ALPHEGE  
Stuart Davis
Tel: 01564 776293
sdavis@solihull.gov.uk

Joe Tildesley
Tel: 0121 705 3086
joetildesley@solihull.gov.uk

Kate Wild
Tel: 07917 550 644
kawild@solihull.gov.uk



Vehicles shown for illustration purposes only. Johnsons Dealerships LLP trading as Johnsons Cars (partnership No 
OC383295) is a subsidiary of Johnsons Cars Ltd, (registered in England No 3716766). Johnsons Dealerships LLP (Firm 
Reference Number: 512460), is an appointed representative of ITC compliance Ltd, which is authorised and regulated by 
the Financial Conduct Authority (their registration number is 313486).

Every vehicle we sell has been sourced from within the Johnsons 
Group and checked over by one of our trained technicians, so 
you can have faith in the quality of each and every one of our 
vehicles on the forecourt. 

Alongside our showroom on Station Road we also have a 
state-of-the-art workshop, offering a comprehensive range of 
aftersales services, from MOTs to fixed-price servicing on all 
models.

Johnsons Cars
25 Station Road, Knowle, Solihull,  
West Midlands B93 0HL or visit us at johnsonscars.co.uk/knowle

Call us today on 01564 454 051

Johnsons Cars
Trusted, Quality Service

For Sales, Service or Parts enquiries call us today on 
01564 454 051, or if you’re passing pop in for a coffee 
and one of our friendly team will assist you. 

Johnsons Knowle should be your first stop 
when looking for a pre-owned vehicle.
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auto services

Steve Lane Cars are based in the leafy village of Tidbury Green, Solihull within easy reach of M42 
Junction 3. Our aim is to make the process of purchasing your next car as enjoyable as possible.
If we haven't the car you are looking for in stock, please call and we can locate it for you. 
We are licensed credit providers and experts in offering car and commercial finance, with 
access to the best rates from the country's leading providers.

Our success has been built on customer retention and recommendation and we are confident you will be 
impressed with the individual, professional way we conduct business.

Established 20 Years. All Usual Dealer Facilities. Open 7 Days a Week.

01564 822209  07970 901420             1 Lowbrook Lane, Solihull, B90 1QR

CROSSROADS SERVICE STATION LTD
A friendly, family-run business since 1969

 
• MOT Testing – Cars & Motorbikes
• Servicing & Repairs
• Air Conditioning Service & Repair
• Diagnostic Service & Repair
• Laser Wheel Alignment
• Tyres – Supplied & Fitted
• Quali�ed & Experienced Sta�
• Courtesy Car or Collection/Delivery available

 599-601 Tanworth Lane, Shirley, Solihull B90 4JE
Tel: 01564 703225
www.crossroadservicestation.co.uk

OPEN 6 DAYS 
A WEEK

MON – FRI 7.30am – 6pm
Sat 7.30am – 1pm

MOT’s while you wait!

VAT No.: 113213041



Meet Jeff Sandbrook…
A local roofing specialist with 50 years experience

and 15 years service at N. Bird & Son

All roofing work undertaken 
by Jeff and the team,
except chimneys…

that would be Jeff’s Dad!

“When replacing my roof, Jeff went above and 
beyond our expectations and he always behaved 
professionally and honest.”    Alan Hawkins, via Trustatrader

NO PAYMENT UNTIL YOU ARE 100% SATISFIED

Genuine Professional Roofers

FREE QUOTES
FREE ADVICE
FREE SURVEY  

• Ridge Tiles • Flashings
• Lead Work • Chimneys
• Guttering • Fascias
• New Roofs • Flat Roofs

Part of Quality Homes Investments Ltd

N. BIRD & SON

ROOFING

EMERGENCY 
CALL OUTS

0800 195 6946
0121 695 9033


