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• Small Repairs
• Flat Roofs
• New Roofs
• Ridge Tiles

 
  

0121 743 6324
LOCAL FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

FREE QUOTES
EST 1987 SOLIHULL BASED

249 Lyndon Road, Solihull B92 7QP

• Chimney Work
• Lead Work
• UPVC Facia, So�t & Gutters
• GRP Flat Roofs
• Small brickwork jobs 

N.Bird-front cover.pdf   1   27/01/22   11:12 AM

the solihull index
july 2022

a community magazine and business directory
for residents of solihull delivered FREE to 5700 homes

www.solihullindex.com 
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editor’s note

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS MAGAZINE

Locally designed by: hotlobster design ltd Printed by: Norwood Press
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PLEASE RECYCLE THIS MAGAZINE

Locally designed by: hotlobster design ltd Printed by: Norwood Press 

At the time of writing this the sky is distinctly overcast but here’s 
hoping by the time this reaches you we are firmly in Summertime! 

After all, there’s loads of great places to visit 
in the local area, which are so much more 
enjoyable if the sun’s shining. If you want 
some inspiration on what’s on in the area, 
then head to page 6 where you can find out 
about al fresco theatre and afternoon tea.   
Wishing you a great month 
ahead. Until next month,  

Zoe Reece 
Tel: 07557 220585
Email: zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
www.solihullindex.com

Summertime! 
Welcome to the July edition…

ADVERTISE 
HERE

Contact Zoe Reece on 07557 220585 / 
zoe@dorridgedirectory.com



useful services

 5  

PoPular Monday & Tuesday SPecial iS Back

Bookings recommended

winner of best british bangladeshi business of the year 2020

MONSOON
Cafe . Dining . Lounge

any Starter, any Main Dish*, any Nan or Rice & Coffee/Mints**

*(fish, lamb Shank & king prawns £3.00 extra per dish) ** (plain coffee)

£13.90 PP

Tel: 01564 829 200 
73-75 May Lane, Hollywood, 
Birmingham, B47 5PA

www.monsoon.restaurant 

Reserve Online
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local events

Awful Auntie            
3 August, 7pm. Brueton Park.   
Awful Auntie by David Walliams, 
adapted for the outdoor stage 
by Heartbreak Productions, is 
a heartfelt but hilarious hoot of 
an adventure. Make sure you 
bring a blanket or chair to sit on, 
weather-appropriate gear, and a 
picnic. Call the Core Theatre Box 
Office to book on 0121 704 6962.

Solihull Producers’ 
Market              
6 August, 9am – 5pm. 
Solihull High Street.    
Discover foodie, creative, quirky, 
and artistic traders. This event 
brings together the finest food, 
drink, and art and craft producers 
from across the region.  

Afternoon Tea 
at Jacques 
Restaurant         
26 August. Knowle High Street.       
Luxurious Afternoon Tea on 
Jacques’ sun-soaked terrace. 
Gorgeous cakes, finely cut 
sandwiches & freshly baked 
scones. The perfect way to 
celebrate with friends and 
family. From £34.95. Call 
01564 39333 to book. 

Singing Together    
10 September, 7.30pm, 
Knowle Village Hall.   
The Knowle Village Hall 
Association is proud to present 
the Birmingham Canoldir Male 
Choir and the Birmingham 
Icknield Male Voice Choir 
“Singing Together”, under the 
baton of Steve Roche. Tickets 
£15 from Stephen Yeomans on 
01564 778163, Carolyn Abbott 
on 01564 779898, or from 
the Friday Coffee Morning at 
the Hall from 10am – Noon. 
The concert is being held 
in aid of the Knowle Village 
Hall Refurbishment Fund.

Comedy Night         
10 September, Knowle 
Royal British Legion.      
Featuring some fantastic 
talent with headline act 
Danny Deegan. Danny is a 
comedian, writer and actor 
who has become a regular 
at most of the major comedy 
clubs in the UK since he began 
performing in 2003. Visit 
ticketsource.co.uk for tickets.   

Take That Tribute         
17 September, Shirley 
Royal British Legion      
Take@That are one of UK’s 
leading tributes to the greatest 
British man/boy band of our 
generation. Each member 
of the band has worked 
tirelessly on recreating the 
mannerisms and harmonies 
along with the infamous 
choreographed dance routines 

that we all know and love. Visit 
ticketsource.co.uk for tickets. 

Robbie Williams        
15-16 October. Resorts 
World Arena.    
You need to hurry if you want 
to get tickets to see Robbie in 
Birmingham as the 15th has 
already sold out, so they’ve 
added in the 16th as an extra 
show! This is something you won’t 
want to miss as it celebrates 25 
years of hits. Book your tickets at 
www.resortsworldarena.co.uk

community events





• DRIVEWAYS • PATIOS • ROOFS • GUTTERS • FASCIA & SOFFITS • DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

VIEW SOLCLEAN ONLINE

We provide patio, decking, path and driveway 
cleaning, as well as roof, gutter, fascia and 
soffit cleaning in Solihull, Knowle, Dorridge  
and the surrounding areas.

You’ll see the difference for yourself when  
you work with Solclean to clean the exterior  
of your home or business.

External Cleaning 
Specialists

0121 369 0070
 enquiries@solclean.co.uk 

 www.solclean.co.uk
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VIEW SOLCLEAN ONLINE

We provide patio, decking, path and driveway 
cleaning, as well as roof, gutter, fascia and 
soffit cleaning in Solihull, Knowle, Dorridge  
and the surrounding areas.
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you work with Solclean to clean the exterior  
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NOW IS THE TIME TO MOVE TO  
WHEATLEY PLACE, SHIRLEY.

One and two bedroom apartments now selling off-plan

•  Exclusively for the over 70s 
•  On-site Bistro^  
•  Wellness Suite^  
•  Yoga Studio  
•  24/7 on-site staff offering support when you need it  
•  Licensed bar^  
•  Domestic Assistance

Wheatley Place, Connaught Close,  
Stratford Road, Shirley, West Midlands, B90 4GZ 

Buy from £221,950# Rent from £2,205pcm#

To book a tour of this exclusive development  
call us on 0800 153 3217  
mccarthystone.co.uk/wheatley-place

^Additional charges apply. #Prices correct at time of print. Imagery is representative and facilities vary by location.
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useful services

Gardens & Grounds Maintained • Domestic & Commercial • Over 20 Years’ Experience • Fully Insured

For a free, competitive quote please contact James:

Tel: 0121 603 4373 • Mob: 07538 722 640 
Email: j.tl@hotmail.co.uk

•  Lawn mowing & strimming
•  Hedge & shrub maintenance
•  Weed control
•  Hard paved maintenance, paths & 
 forecourts gritting & weed control
•  Leaf clearance
•  Moss removal

•  Litter picking & car park cleaning
•  Gutter cleaning
•  Bed & border maintenance
•  One off tidy ups
•  Snow clearance & gritting
•  Regular weekly or fortnightly visits 
 to keep on top of your garden
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CROSSROADS SERVICE STATION LTD
A friendly, family-run business since 1969

 
• MOT Testing – Cars & Motorbikes
• Servicing & Repairs
• Air Conditioning Service & Repair
• Diagnostic Service & Repair
• Laser Wheel Alignment
• Tyres – Supplied & Fitted
• Quali�ed & Experienced Sta�
• Courtesy Car or Collection/Delivery available

 599-601 Tanworth Lane, Shirley, Solihull B90 4JE
Tel: 01564 703225
www.crossroadservicestation.co.uk

OPEN 6 DAYS 
A WEEK

MON – FRI 8.00am – 6.00pm
SAT 8.00am – 1.00pm

VAT No.: 113213041



• All hedge work 
• All waste removed

•  All work guaranteed to the 
highest industry standards 

• Fully insured 
•  Free advice and quotations 
• NTPC Qualified Workforce

All aspects of arboriculture 
work undertaken. 

Pruning, thinning, reshaping, 
crown lift, reductions, 
removals and stump removal.

Freephone: 03335 775733
Mobile: 07786 527 729

Email: info@solihulltreecare.com    www.solihulltreecare.com

Professional 
Arboricultural
Services

COVID-19 UPDATE: 
We are still working – safely and in line with Government 

guidelines regarding social distancing

STR-FP advert-covid.indd   1STR-FP advert-covid.indd   1 4/08/20   10:35 AM4/08/20   10:35 AM



Dovehouse Court 

61 Privately Owned Apartments  

Opposite Dovehouse Parade Shops 
24 hour on site Duty Manager   

Housekeeping assistance• 

Alarm call system to on site staff• 

Elegantly Decorated & Furnished      

Communal Areas • 

Dining Room with Waitress Service • 

Hobbies Room & Guest Suite • 

1 & 2 Bedroom  Retirement Apartments  

For Sale 

£155,0000 — £269,950 

Please contact us for a brochure & personal invitation to visit 

Dovehouse Court on: 

0121 709 2339 

enquiries@dovehousecourt.co.uk 

www.dovehousecourtltd.co.uk 

Residents’ Management Company;  

Run By The Owners, For The Owners 

Owners set & control the budget & annual service charge 



Bespoke Home Security

SERVICING HOMES & BUSINESS 
SINCE 1995

0121 706 8666 
www.damarsecuritysystems.co.uk

Follow like and share!

@Damar_Security damarsecuritysystemsltd Damar Security systems ltd

CCTV
 High Definition Cameras

 Upto 8MP

 24 Hour Colour

 SmartPhone Viewing

 Fully maintained each year

ALARMS
 New Installations

 Takeovers

 Fully Comprehensive Cover

 Open 24/7

 SmartPhone Control



Bespoke Home Security

SERVICING HOMES & BUSINESS 
SINCE 1995

0121 706 8666 
www.damarsecuritysystems.co.uk

Follow like and share!

@Damar_Security damarsecuritysystemsltd Damar Security systems ltd

CCTV
 High Definition Cameras

 Upto 8MP

 24 Hour Colour

 SmartPhone Viewing

 Fully maintained each year

ALARMS
 New Installations

 Takeovers

 Fully Comprehensive Cover

 Open 24/7

 SmartPhone Control
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ALLOY WHEEL REFURBISHMENT
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Limiting family fallouts 

Inheritance disputes can cost tens of thousands of pounds – even if you don’t go to trial.  
Hannah Tait, partner at Shakespeare Martineau in Solihull, explains what you should prioritise to 

ensure your affairs are in order...

Will
Your will is the cornerstone of your succession planning and ensures those you trust are in control 
when you pass away.
Your Will ensures your assets pass to your chosen beneficiaries and family members  
– guaranteeing this happens in the most practical and tax-efficient way to protect your loved 
 ones and assets in the future.
It is important to keep this up to date, particularly if you get married, divorced or have children.  
Ideally, you should review this every few years.

Lasting powers of attorney (LPAs) 
Apart from in the special case of children, no individual has the ability to make 
decisions on behalf of another without being legally appointed as their attorney 
under a LPA or as a court-appointed deputy.
Your attorneys are nominated individuals – such as a professional, family member 
or friend – you appoint to make decisions relating to your financial affairs and 
health and welfare on your behalf if you become unable to do so yourself due to 
mental incapacity.
A deputy is appointed by the Court of Protection. This can be a long process, so 
it is best to be prepared and put in place and crucially, register LPAs before the 
long-winded deputy route is your only option.

Consider how your property is held
If you own your home with someone else, the property can be held as joint 
tenants or tenants in common.
Where property is held as joint tenants, on the death of one owner, the 
property passes automatically to the other – regardless of the provisions 
of that person’s Will. Many family homes are held as joint tenants as this 
is often seen as the “default” for couples. Although this may work well 
for many people, it is not always the best or most practical option.
 
Where property is held as tenants in common and one person dies, 
the share belonging to them passes in accordance with the terms of 
their Will. If they don’t have a Will, it will pass via the intestacy rules to 
potentially unwanted beneficiaries. So, if you’re an unmarried couple 
and neither of you has a will, if one person dies, it may be that their 
share in the house passes to their family and not their living partner. 
It is therefore crucial that property ownership is checked so it works 
holistically alongside your Will.

For more information call 0330 024 0333  
email hannah.tait@shma.co.uk or visit www.shma.co.uk 

Shakespeare Martineau Radcliffe House, Blenheim Court, Solihull, B91 2AA

KD-Shakespeare Martineau-July.indd   1KD-Shakespeare Martineau-July.indd   1 6/07/22   12:43 PM6/07/22   12:43 PM
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•Block paving  •Tarmacing (red or black)•Patios  
•Brickwork  •Slabbing  •Gravel  •Landscaping  

•Fencing •Property & roof repairs 
•Driveway maintenance 

(pressure cleaning & sealing – weed free)

07961 358367 / 0121 652 0145 / 01926 674782
dimensiongroundworks@icloud.com

www.dimensionpathways.co.uk
328 Alcester Road Wythall Birmingham West Midlands B47 6JR 

Specialists in Driveways and Landscaping

Groundworks & Driveways 

HL_New A5 Ad.pdf   2   28/04/21   4:28 PM
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useful services

Are you looking for an outdoor space 
you can enjoy all year round?

info@ra-gardenlandscapes.co.uk
07411 619 228  -  0121 537 7273
www.ra-gardenlandscapes.co.uk

Award winning design and build landscaping company

R &  A Garden Landscapes 

Let us create your dream garden. Whether you require a complete garden 
re-design and build project or wish to improve an area of your garden, 
we can come up with a solution for making your visions a reality.

• Patios & Paving
• Brickwork
• Decking
• Traditional & Artificial Turf

• Driveway Surfaces
• Water Features & Ponds
• Design Studio
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crossword

answer on page 26

clues

To book tickets call 0871 200 2000
or visit www.cineworld.co.uk
Conference Facilities and Gift Vouchers also available Touchwood, Solihull.

how to play

sudoku
It’s simple!
Fill in the grid so that each row, column
and 3x3 box, contains the numbers 
1 through to 9 with no repetition.
You don’t need to be a genius. These
puzzles use logic alone. Watch out!
Sudoku is highly addictive.  

0101-10 - Knowle & Dorridge_August:0099-0 - June DHD  2/8/13  3:36 PM  Page 40

suduko page.pdf   1   3/09/13   10:22 AM

answer on page 26
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useful services

» 5 year guarantee
» No upfront payment
» 100% satisfaction
» Competitive rates

» Outstanding workmanship

LAYING DRIVES & PATIOS SINCE 1979

If you’d like a quote for your 
new driveway or patio please 

get in touch with us on 

www.drives4u.co.uk

07773 911552 / 0333 271 8213

For your FREE quotation please contact 

React Roofing today!

 

www.reactroo�ngservices.co.uk
Based in Solihull

R O O F I N G

Tel: 07922 230 477
Email: reactroofingservices@gmail.com

•  NEW ROOF SPECIALISTS
•  FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERING
•  FLAT ROOF SPECIALISTS
•  GRP FIBRE GLASS ROOFING
•  LEAD WORK
•  CHIMNEY REPAIRS & BUILDS

ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED

• Yoga for Health
• Yoga Therapy
• One to One Yoga
• Group Sessions
• Yoga for Anxiety
• Mother and Baby Yoga
• Yoga for Pain
• Yoga for Menopause

A New Approach to 
Health through the ancient 

practice of Yoga  

www.solihullyoga.com  

LD-Solihull Yoga.pdf   1   9/06/22   2:39 PM
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competition time

Win 2 tickets worth £53  
to see The Wonder of Stevie   

at Solihull’s Core Theatre 
on Wednesday 21st September 7.30pm 

COMPETITION

For your chance to win these tickets, 
sign up to the Solihull Index monthly 
e-newsletter at www.solihullindex.com and 
the winner will be drawn at random.

Closing date for entries is 1st August 2022. 
The winner will be notified by email after this date. 
Please note there is no cash value nor exchange 
for this prize so please don’t enter if you cannot 
attend the date shown above. 
Voted one of Britain’s top soul singers, 

mesmeric vocalist Noel McCalla, award-
winning saxophonist Derek Nash, and their 
world-class live band present a diverse 
catalogue of Stevie Wonder classics, taken 
from 1970s Signed, Sealed, Delivered through 
to Talking Book, Innervisions, Songs in the Key 
of Life, and Hotter than July. Playing hit after 
hit, from the dance floor classics I Wish and 
Superstition to the beautiful arrangements 
of My Cherie Amour and Overjoyed.



We’re one of the most affordable 
residential care homes in the area,  
yet without any compromise on the 
quality of care offered.

Residential Care Home 
Our facility is perfect for those who aren’t safe 
to live alone, who need support with mobility 
or personal care, or who may have mild medical 
conditions such as Parkinson’s. 
Prices start from just £770 per week, making us 
one of the most affordable residential care homes 
in Solihull.
 

Independent Living Apartments
We have 21 flats, each with their own kitchen and 
bathroom, which are suitable for people who value 
their independence but would like some company, 
and the reassurance of knowing someone is there 
for help if needed 24/7.  Rental prices start from just 
£154 per week.  

Adult Day Centre
We have 15 places available each day for local 
people aged 60 and over who are looking  
for company and stimulation. Prices start  
from £37.50 for a half-day session and this also 
offers an opportunity for carers to get some respite.

Rayner House Care is a private,  
not-for-profit residential care 
home in Solihull that also offers 
independent living apartments 
for rent, and an adult day centre.

Get in touch with us for any advice or information on any of our services.

0121 705 9293 

www.raynerhouse.co.uk | reception@raynerhouse.co.uk 
Rayner House Care, 3-5 Damson Parkway, Solihull B91 2PP. 

AVAILABLE 

6 x NEW ROOMS 
NEWMAN WING  
£925 per week  

CALL NOW
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We’re one of the most affordable 
residential care homes in the area,  
yet without any compromise on the 
quality of care offered.

Residential Care Home 
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or personal care, or who may have mild medical 
conditions such as Parkinson’s. 
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6 x NEW ROOMS 
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a good read
Hamnet 
by Maggie O’Farrell
This novel is the fictional retelling 
of the life of Anne Hathaway, 
who was married to William 
Shakespeare. The bard is never 
actually named in the book, 
which forces us to concentrate 
on Anne. Shakespeare left 
no documentation about his 
personal life: if he wrote diaries, 
they are lost. This leaves O’Farrell free to use 
her imagination within an historical context.
Agnes - pronounced ‘Anyis,’ also known as Anne, 
is a farmer’s daughter, who is married for love 
to a younger man with few obvious prospects. 
She is a gifted herbalist with psychic abilities, 
whose confidence and self-assuredness marks 
her out among women of her time. He is the 
son of a bully, with a love of the intricacies of 
language and a penchant for wordy puns. 
They certainly make an unusual couple. 
O’Farrell’s novel comprises of a series of interwoven 
short stories, centring on each of the characters. 
Some of the earlier stories involve Anne’s extended 
family of in-laws, which whom the couple live 
following her first pregnancy, and her arrangements 
for her husband to seek his fortunes in London, 
while she’s pregnant with twins. In spite of their 
separation, the couple remain close until one of 
the twins, Hamnet, dies aged 11. The stories then 
centre on their shared grief and the strain this 
puts on their relationship, which culminates in him 
publishing his most famous tragedy, ‘Hamlet. 
O’ Farrell writes beautifully and if you like attention 
to historical detail coupled with elegant storytelling 
then you’ll love this book. If you prefer a spare, 
more fluid style of writing then you might find 
the going a little slow. O’ Farrell also adopts the 
trend of writing women from history as possessing 
contemporary traits. I didn’t find this an issue, but I 
can imagine purists wondering if Anne really would 
have been quite as liberated as she’s written here. 
A wonderful read for history-lovers 
with a satisfying ending.

Through the Mirror Door
by Sarah Baker
Books like ‘The Lion, the Witch & 
the Wardrobe’ ‘The Secret Garden’ 
and ‘The Ghosts of Motley Hall’ 
are timeless children’s novels 
which immerse the reader in 
another world. This was Sarah 
Baker’s entry into this particular 
genre of children’s literature, 
and it doesn’t disappoint.
Angela is orphaned and living 
in foster care when she’s invited on a family 
holiday with a distant aunt. Whisked away to 
crumbling manor house in France, she’s bullied 
by her cousins, Kitty and Fliss. Angela feels 
isolated and lonely in the spooky house until she 
discovers Julien who becomes her only friend. 
But Julien is in danger, and she has to keep him 
a secret. His life is at stake, and Angela is the only 
person who can save him. As Angela races against 
time to save her friend, she also has to cope with 
the nefarious plans of her aunt and cousins.
This delightful, spookily dark story is ultimately 
an uplifting tale about the power of friendship. 
And it has a nice twist at the end too.
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24  Rayner House  0121 705 9293
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22  Solihull Yoga  www.solihullyoga.com
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3  Dream Doors  0121 744 8974 
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9  Wheatley Place  0800 153 3217
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Roofing 
1 N Bird & Son  0800 195 6946
11  Deluxe Roofing  0800 747 1461
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from page 21

Councillor surgeries these are face-to-face meetings held 
by councillors for local people to raise issues in their area. Held 
at The Core Library, Solihull on the first and last Saturday of the 
month, 10am – 12 noon. 

local police  
contact for solihull
Solihull Police Station:  
0845 113 5000 or 101

Shirley Lions Club    0345 833 9547 
Health
NHS non-emergency   111
Grove Surgery   0121 705 1105
Northbrook Group Practice  0121 746 5000
Hobs Moat Medical Centre   0121 742 5211
Solihull Hospital   0121 424 2000
Spire Parkway Hospital   0121 704 1451 
Daleswood Health, Solihull      01675 489489
Council 
Solihull Council    0121 704 6000
Utilities
Electricity power cut   0800 6783 105
Gas leak     0800 111 9999
Severn Trent Water   024 7771 5000
Severn Trent Water (emergencies) 0800 783 4444
Travel 
National Rail Enquiries   03457 48 49 50
Network West Midlands (buses) 0345 303 6760

LOCAL COUNCILLORS 
SOLIHULL / SILHILL 
Mike Gough
Tel: 07480 253181
Michael.gough@solihull.gov.uk 

Peter Hogarth MBE
Tel: 0121 705 5455
phogarth@solihull.gov.uk

Wazma Qais 
Tel: 0121 709 3404
wazma.qais@solihull.gov.uk

ST ALPHEGE  
Joe Tildesley
Tel: 0121 705 3086
joetildesley@solihull.gov.uk

Angela Sandison
Tel: 07500 557427
angela.sandison@solihull.gov.uk

Samantha Gethen
samantha.gethen@solihull.gov.uk






