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the solihull index
june 2023

a community magazine and business directory
for residents of solihull delivered FREE to 5700 homes

www.solihullindex.com 

• Small Repairs
• Flat Roofs
• New Roofs
• Ridge Tiles

 
  

0121 743 6324
LOCAL FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

FREE QUOTES
EST 1987 SOLIHULL BASED

249 Lyndon Road, Solihull B92 7QP

• Chimney Work
• Lead Work
• UPVC Fascia & So�ts
• GRP Flat Roofs
• Small brickwork jobs 
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For more information and support call 0330 024 0333  
email dipika.mistry@shma.co.uk  or visit www.shma.co.uk  

Shakespeare Martineau Radcliffe House, Blenheim Court, Solihull, B91 2AA

New Capital Gains Tax Rules for 
Separating Couples

The new financial year brings new capital gains tax (CGT) rules for separating couples, 

Dipika Mistry, legal director at Solihull-based Shakespeare Martineau, explains…

When a couple divorces or separates, the transfer of assets between them previously triggered a CGT 
liability. However, the Chancellor announced that the Spring Finance Bill 2023 would contain legislation 
extending the period of time separating and divorcing couples will have to benefit from the CGT relief.

What is Capital Gains Tax?
CGT is payable when people sell or gift certain items worth more than £6,000, such as 
antiques or art, or assets including second homes and shares held outside of an ISA or 
PEP. It is a tax on the profit made on the disposal (sale) of assets. 
CGT planning is essential for anyone looking to dispose of assets 
and, given these changes, they may wish to consider the timing 
the disposal, or alternative forms of ownership.

What are the new rules?
As of 6 April 2023:
•  Separating spouses or civil partners are given up to three years after the 

year they cease to live together in which to make no gain/no loss transfers.
•  No gain/no loss treatment will also apply to any assets that 

separating spouses or civil partners transfer between 
themselves as part of a formal divorce agreement.

•  A spouse or civil partner who retains an interest in the 
former matrimonial home is given an option to claim private 
residence relief (PRR) when the property is sold.

•  Where the leaving partner transferred their interest to their ex-spouse 
but retained the right to receive a percentage of the proceeds when the 
home is sold, they are able to apply the same tax treatment to those 
proceeds when they are received, that applied when they transferred 
their original interest in the home to the ex-spouse or civil partner.

Is this a good thing? 
The new rules will allow parties to devote more time to resolving 
the overall financial settlement terms, rather than devoting 
precious time to CGT considerations and deadlines and also allow 
parties to retain more of their wealth for distribution between 
themselves, rather than see their funds depleted in tax charges.
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COUNTRY WORLD

A Summer Day Out

FANTASTIC ATTRACTIONS FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

01926 843411
hattonworld.com

HATTON COUNTRY WORLD, 
HATTON, WARWICK, 

CV35 8XA 

Nestled in the beautiful Warwickshire 
countryside, with oodles of space, fresh air 
and plenty to explore. From our wonderful 
Shopping Village, Country Walks, Gastro Pub, 
& Escape Rooms... Hatton Country World has 
attractions for the whole family to enjoy.

 
Enjoy Shopping as it Should be in our delightful Shopping 
Village. Home to some 15 independent local shops.  From 
Jewellery and Ladies Fashion to Bikes and Dog Apparel 
there is lots to explore. You’ll be sure to �nd The Unusual, 
Unique & Boutique. 
PLUS, our fabulous Garden Centre, part of the British 
Garden Centre family, has everything you need to get your 
garden ready for summer. 

And there is even more to explore at our outdoor markets
Summer Markets  Sat 8th & Sun 9th July                                                                     
Summer Markets  Sat 29th & Sun 30th July

Then why not take a walk around the beautiful 
Warwickshire countryside, with 3 routes to choose from 
and stunning views. Including the iconic Hatton Locks, 
the longest �ight on the whole Grand Union - 21 
separate locks - Hatton is known as The Stairway to 
Heaven. Visit our website to download our walks lea�et.

Once you‘ve worked up an appetite, relax and refuel at the 
Hatton Arms and try their mouthwatering menu. Overlooking 
the Hatton Locks, originally an 18th century coaching inn, now 
a gastro pub with delicious meals crafted from locally sourced 
produce. It’s also the perfect way to debrief once you‘ve 
escaped from one of our Escape Rooms...

Experience one of our brilliant Escape Rooms, TripAdvisor 
Travellers’ Choice Award Winner 2022. Find out what all 
the fuss is about and try these award winning adventures 
for yourself. Go undercover in 1920’s Chicago or seek 
treasure on a pirate ship. Will You Escape?

For more information on all of the above please visit our website.

Shopping Village

Outdoor Markets

Hatton Locks & Country Walks

Hatton Arms

Escape Rooms

FREE

ADMISSION
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There’s a whole load of great events coming up 
over the next month – from outdoor plays to jazz 
festivals. Fingers crossed the weather’s good to 
us and we can get our picnic blankets out! 

Or maybe you’re busy getting your garden summer 
ready or preparing to move house. If you need help 
getting your garden landscaped, your drive re-
done, or your bathroom or kitchen updated then 
have a look to see if one of the local and reliable 
businesses who advertise in here can help.  
Wishing you a great month ahead. Until next month...

Zoe Reece 
Tel: 07557 220585
Email: zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
www.solihullindex.com

Tel: 01564 829 200 
73-75 May Lane, Hollywood, 
Birmingham, B47 5PA

www.monsoon.restaurant 

Reserve Online

*(fish, Lamb Shank & king prawns £3.50 extra per dish) ** (plain coffee)

MONSOO N
Cafe . Dining . Lounge

£14.80  PP

73-75 May Lane, Hollywood

Birmingham, B47 5PA

t: 01564 829 200
www.monsoon.restaurant

E A T  .  D R I N K  .  R E L A X

www.monsoon.restaurant

OFFER:

MONDAY & TUESDAY 

ANY STARTER
ANY MAIN DISH*

ANY NAN OR RICE
& COFFEE**

£16.00PP

BOOKINGS RECOMMENDED

*(Fish, Lamb Shank & King Prawns £4.00 extra per dish)

** (Plain Coffee)

What’s all the buzz about!

Then visit www.thelocalbuzz.co.uk 

Want to get the most out of Solihull? 

» Enter competitions 
» Find o�ers 

» Discover local events 
» Find local businesses

Joyous June!
Welcome to the June edition
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local events

What’s all the buzz about!

What’s all the buzz about!

Then visit www.thelocalbuzz.co.uk 

Want to get the most 
out of Solihull? 

» Enter competitions 
» Find o�ers 
» Discover local events 
» Find local businesses
» and much more...

The Local Buzz.pdf   1   01/11/2022   10:04

FOR DETAILS ON 
MORE EVENTS 
IN SOLIHULL 
PLUS MUCH 
MORE...

Check out our new website www.thelocalbuzz.co.uk

The Jersey Boys 
Tribute Night          
8 July, Shirley British Legion 
This is a night with a difference! 
The Valli Boys UK are Wales’ 
top tribute to ‘Frankie Valli 
& The Four Seasons’ and 
the hit musical ‘The Jersey 
Boys’. Tickets from www.
tributenightpromotions.co.uk 

Mamma Mia 
Summer Party                  
8 July, Nailcote Hall         
This Mamma Mia Summer 
Party will have you singing 
all the classic ABBA hits and 
dancing the night away! 
Waterloo, Fernando, Thank 
You for The Music and many 
more. Includes 3 course 
dinner, live entertainment, 
and after-show DJ. Tickets 
from www.nailcotehall.co.uk 

Solihull Jazz 
Festival                  
13-16 July, Solihull Town Centre           
It’s back this Summer, bigger 
and better, with something 

for everyone at this landmark 
music festival in the heart 
of Solihull, supported by the 
amazing Continental Food 
& Drink Market. More info 
at www.solihullbid.co.uk

West Midlands 
Fire Service band  
15 July, Shirley 
Methodist Church            
The Band of the West Midlands 
Fire Service are giving a 
concert at Shirley Methodist 
Church on Saturday 15th July 
2024, 7.30pm. Come and 
join us. Tickets from 07591 
089104 or ticketsbwmfs@
gmail.com or www.
ticketsource.co.uk/bwmfs

Sense & 
Sensibibility   
25th July, Brueton Park, Solihull             
Classic novel by Jane 

Austen Sense and Sensibility, 
adapted for the outdoor 
stage by Heartbreak 
Productions. Bring a blanket, 
a picnic, and maybe 
something in case it rains! 
Tickets from The Core Theatre 
Solihull on 0121 704 6962. 

Ricky Gervais    
4th September, Utilita 
Arena Birmingham              
The one and only Ricky 
Gervais brings his newest 
live show Armageddon 
to Birmingham! Gervais is 
an award-winning stand-
up comedian, with six 
international tours to date. 
His live stand up show 
‘Fame’ became the fastest 
selling UK stand-up show in 
history. Tickets from www.
utilitaarenabham.co.uk/

community events



Follow us: @EarlswoodGLC

EARLSWOOD GARDEN & LANDSCAPE CENTRE
FORSHAW HEATH ROAD, EARLSWOOD, SOLIHULL, B94 5JU
www.earlswoodglc.co.uk | t. 01564 702 314   

OPEN 7 DAYS
Mon to Fri 7:30am - 5pm

Saturday 8am - 5pm
Sunday 10am - 4pm

SOLIHULL’S BIGGEST
ONE-STOP GARDEN

& LANDSCAPE CENTRE

FENCING • GATES • SHEDS • PAVING
 TOPSOIL  • TURF • GRAVELS

PLANTS • SHRUBS • TREES • TOOLS 
COFFEE SHOP and much more!

PLUS! Over 15 concessions ranging from 
a professional photographer to a dog groomer!

JOIN OUR
AND SAVE 5% ON ALL PURCHASES*

SIGN UP ONLINE TODAY

PRIVILEGE CLUB
FREE

Terms & Conditions apply

BUY OR BROWSE
ONLINE ANYTIME

CHAT WITH OUR
FRIENDLY TEAM
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Please call John: 07854 623 592 or Office: 0330 043 6806
to arrange your free inspection and quotation. 

ROOFING AND BUILDING SOLUTIONS

john@reviveroofingandbuildingsolutions.co.uk
www.reviveroofingandbuildingsolutions.co.uk

Built on trust and reliability, we have been 
in the roofing business for over 30 years

Our services include:
• New slate and tiled roofs
• Flat roofs
• Chimneys
• Velux roof windows

Our highly qualified roofing experts will complete 
your roofing tasks, quickly and efficiently.

• Repointing
• Roof timberwork
• Solar panel installation
• And more!

Contact Zoe Reece on 07557 220585 / 
zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
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a good read By Natasha Donovan

Milkman
by Anna Burns
I will preface this by saying 
that Milkman, the 2018 Man 
Booker Prize-winning novel by 
Anna Burns, is an excellent 
but challenging read. It 
deals with resilience and 
resistance set in the heart of 
a divided community. Burns 
weaves a captivating story 
centred around an 18-year-old protagonist, 
known only as “middle sister,” and the 
community in which she lives. The novel is 
set in an unnamed city, though it bears a 
strong resemblance to Belfast during the 
Troubles. It grapples with the complexities 
of political conflict, societal expectations, 
and the power of rumour and gossip.
As “middle sister” navigates her life, she 
attracts the advances of the eponymous 
Milkman, a middle-aged paramilitary figure 
who begins to stalk her. The novel’s portrayal 
of the menacing and intrusive nature of the 
Milkman’s pursuit encapsulates the larger 
oppressive atmosphere of the community. The 
pervasive sense of paranoia and suspicion 
is conveyed through the use of a first-person 
narrative, filled with intricate details, creating a 
vivid and visceral experience for the reader.
One of the challenges involves Burns’ use of 
stream of consciousness. Her prose is often dense 
and demanding, featuring long, sprawling 
sentences with minimal punctuation, a stylistic 
choice reflecting both the chaotic environment 
and the protagonist’s internal turmoil. 
The most striking aspect of Milkman is the 
absence of proper names for characters 
and places. This lends a surreal-but-universal 
quality to the story, evoking many conflict-
ridden societies. The novel is explores the 
impact of gender, politics, and power on the 
individual, as well as the collective psyche 
of a community, often using  humour so 

dark it might make the reader squirm.
With its unflinching portrayal of the protagonist’s 
struggles and resilience, it serves as a testament 
to the indomitable human spirit in the face of 
adversity. While the novel’s challenging style may 
not appeal to all readers, those who persevere 
will be rewarded with an unforgettable and 
thought-provoking literary experience.

The Girl Who Drank the Moon
by Kelly Barnhill

The Girl Who Drank the 
Moon is a captivating 
and enchanting Newbery 
Medal-winning novel. 
Set in a world of magic 
and wonder, it tells the 
story of Luna, a young girl 
unknowingly filled with 
powerful magic after 
being fed moonlight by 
the good witch Xan. The 
novel follows Luna, Xan, 
a wise swamp monster 
named Glerk, and a tiny, talkative dragon called 
Fyrian as they navigate the complexities of 
Luna’s magical abilities and unravel the mysteries 
surrounding their world.

Barnhill’s lyrical prose and vivid world-building 
draws readers into the story, and the characters 
are both endearing and complex. The book is 
a delightful blend of fantasy, adventure, and 
coming-of-age, with a touch of darkness that 
lends depth to the narrative. It explores themes 
of love, sacrifice, and the power of knowledge, 
providing valuable lessons for both young and 
adult readers. The plot is intricately woven, with 
enough twists and turns to keep the reader 
engaged throughout.  The Girl Who Drank the 
Moon is a beautifully written, heart-warming tale 
that effortlessly blends fantasy and reality. It will 
captivate readers of all ages, leaving them with 
a sense of wonder and a deeper appreciation 
for the magic in their own lives.
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HOMEBUYER SURVEYS, 
BUILDING SURVEYS & VALUATIONS

If you need honest and pragmatic advice, but 
also appreciate a friendly face and heaps of 

enthusiasm, then Karena is the lady to go to for 
all your surveying solutions.

 •  RICS Chartered Surveyor
•  RICS Registered Valuer
•  RICS Level 2 & 3 Property Surveys
•  Short Property Reports
•  Party Wall Awards
•  Valuations for Help to Buy, Shared 
 Ownership & Probate 
•  Over 33 years’ experience

Please contact Karena for more information.  
01926 612121 / 07752 134874

admin@greenchameleon.net
www.greenchameleon.net

In recent years, the 
popularity of non-dairy milk 
has skyrocketed, as more 

people opt for plant-based 
alternatives to dairy milk. There 
are now many different types 
of non-dairy milk available on 
the market, each with its own 
unique taste, texture, and 
nutritional profile. Here are some 
of the key differences between 
the most popular non-dairy milks:
Soy milk - This is one of the 
most popular non-dairy milks 
and is made from soybeans. 
It has a creamy texture and a 
slightly nutty taste. Soy milk is 
also a good source of protein, 
calcium, and vitamin D.

Almond milk - Made from 
ground almonds and water. 
It has a slightly sweet, nutty 
flavour and a thin, watery 
texture. Almond milk is a useful 
source of vitamin E and is 
often fortified with calcium.
Coconut milk - This is made 
from the flesh of mature 
coconuts and has a rich, 
creamy texture and a sweet, 
nutty flavour. It’s high in 
saturated fat and calories 
but is also a source of iron, 
magnesium, and potassium.
Oat milk - Made from ground 
oats and water, it has a creamy 
texture, is slightly sweet, and 
a mild, pleasant flavour. 

Oat milk contains fibre and 
beta-glucans, which may 
help to lower cholesterol.
Rice milk – This has a sweet, 
slightly nutty flavour and a thin, 
watery texture. It’s made from 
milled rice and water. It Rice milk 
is low in fat and is often fortified 
with calcium and vitamin D.
Each non-dairy milk has 
its own unique taste and 
nutritional profile, so it’s worth 
experimenting to find the 
one that works best for you. 
Whether you’re vegan, lactose 
intolerant, or just looking for a 
healthier alternative to dairy 
milk, there’s sure to be a non-
dairy milk that suits your needs.

Milking It Non-dairy milks – which one is your favourite?
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Bathing a problem? We can help

• Easy accessible wet room showering

• Rapid bath out walk-in shower conversions

• Back to a warm deep soak with a walk-in bath

•  Making bathing safer with simple changes;  
Grab rails, shower seats, raised WCs & slip resistant 
safety flooring 

•  Council (DFG), SSAFA and charity grants quotes 
available

• Discounts for over 60s and ex-service personnel

Call for our friendly advice, free survey and quote

info@ahminstallations.co.uk www.ahminstallations.co.uk
*Terms and conditions apply. 

0121 371 9631

AHM is rated Excellent

FREE*
Mirrored 

cabinet or 
high raised 

toilet with any 
full bathroom 

installation

- Patio Cleaning
- Driveway Cleaning
- Roof Cleaning
- Gutter Cleaning
- Fascia & Soffit Cleaning
- Car Park Cleaning
- Cladding Cleaning

Our Services

0121 369 0070 
07546 264164
	enquiries@solclean.co.uk  	www.solclean.co.uk

VIEW SOLCLEAN ONLINE

External Cleaning 
Specialists

• SOLIHULL • KNOWLE • DORRIDGE • SHIRLEY • WYTHALL • HOLLYWOOD • CHESWICK GREEN 



Meet  
Waqar,  
your local 
specialist

Transform your conservatory  
in just one day

£350 OFF
*QUOTE  KDD0623

“‘From beginning to end, 
working with GreenSpace 
was a delight. I wish all 

businesses would make the 
client king like you do.”

P Hebblewaite BH4

Home visit is required to give an accurate quote as our panels are made  
to measure your conservatory. Quotes are free with no obligation to buy. Terms and Conditions apply. Green Space UK, 
Unit 8 BH24 1PD, Registered No. 8542786, as shown on FCA authorisation, trading as Green Space UK, is a credit broker 

and is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Applies to orders of 8 panels or more. Valid until 
the end of July 2023. Not to be used in conjunction with any other marketing offer.

Is your conservatory TOO HOT in 
summer and TOO COLD in winter?

C O N S E R V A T O R Y   R O O F S

For a free no obligation quote call

0121 403 0021
greenspaceconservatories.co.uk
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Would you like to enjoy your conservatory all year round? 
Contact us today to arrange a free no-obligation quote.

Here at Green Space, we specialise in supplying and installing made 
to measure, lightweight insulated roofing panels that slot into your 
existing conservatory frame which offer the following benefits:

8X more insulation than polycarbonate which helps keep 
you cooler in the summer and warmer in the winter

Minimal upheaval, no messy building work and 
normally installed in less than a day

Installed under permitted development which means 
no planning permission is required

10kHAPPY 
CLIENTS

BEFORE AFTER

KDD0423 local 210x297p birm V4.indd   1KDD0423 local 210x297p birm V4.indd   1 06/06/2023   09:1306/06/2023   09:13
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answers on page 22

For your FREE quotation please contact 

React Roofing today!

 

www.reactroo�ngservices.co.uk
Based in Solihull

R O O F I N G

Tel: 07922 230 477
Email: reactroofingservices@gmail.com

•  NEW ROOF SPECIALISTS
•  FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERING
•  FLAT ROOF SPECIALISTS
•  GRP FIBRE GLASS ROOFING
•  LEAD WORK
•  CHIMNEY REPAIRS & BUILDS

ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED

Rightio
Plumbers  

OAP 
Discount

 

1-2 Hour
 

0121 206 3761

OUR SERVICES

Boiler Breakdowns

Radiators & Pipes
Tanks & Cylinders

Boiler Servicing

Toilets & Taps
Leaks & Bursts

Showers 
Clearing Blockages
Pipework Replacement
Gas Safe Certified

650921

12 Month 

Speak to 
us today!

Response
time!

 guarantee 
on labour!

Fast Response
All Work Guaranteed
Highly Experienced
Clear Pricing

We work in
Solihull, Elmdon,
Bickenhill, Cathrine-
de-Barnes & all
surrounding areas

OAP 
Discount

 

1-2 Hour
 

12 Month 

Speak to 
us today!

Response
time!

 guarantee 
on labour!
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S
ummer is here, and 
what better way to 
enjoy the weather 
than by hosting a 
barbecue in your 

garden? But with so many 
types of barbecues available, 
how do you choose the best 
one for your needs? Here 
are a few things to consider 
when selecting the best 
barbecue for your plot.

Size matters – Well it’s an 
important consideration 
anyway! Your barbecue 
should be large enough to 
accommodate the amount 
of food you need for all 
your guests, but not so large 
that it takes up your whole 
space. Consider how many 
people you will usually cook 
for, and how often you plan 
to host a barbecue. 

Fuel Type – There are three 
choices: charcoal, gas, or 
electricity. Each has its pros 
and cons, so consider which 
type of fuel is best for your 
needs. Charcoal barbecues 
provide that authentic smoky 
flavour but can be difficult 
to light and regulate the 
temperature. Gas barbecues 
are easy to use and allow for 
precise temperature control 
but can be more expensive 
to run. Electric barbecues are 
convenient and easy to use but 
may not provide the same level 

of flavour as charcoal or gas. 
Gas and Electricity also have 
the advantage of allowing for 
more spontaneity as they can 
be switched on and ready to go 
pretty much instantly. Good for 
unpredictable British weather.

Construction - A high-quality 
barbecue should be built 
to last, with sturdy materials 
and solid construction. Look 
for a barbecue with a thick, 
heavy-duty grill grate, and 
a durable body made from 
materials like stainless steel or 
cast iron. Avoid barbecues 
with flimsy components that 
may rust or break over time.

Additional Features - Some 
barbecues come with additional 
features that can make cooking 
easier and more enjoyable. 
For example, a side burner 
can be used for cooking side 
dishes or sauces, while a built-in 
thermometer can help you 
monitor the temperature of the 
food. Other features to consider 
include warming racks, rotisserie 
attachments, and smoker boxes.

Price - Barbecues can range 
in price from under £100 to 
£1000+. Consider how much 
you are willing to spend, 
and what features are most 
important to you. Remember 
that a higher price does not 
necessarily mean better quality, 
so be sure to do your research 
before making a purchase.

Accessories – Once you’ve 
settled on the barbie, it’s time 
to accessorise. Barbecues can 
reach over 300C so a pair of 
heat-proof gloves will reduce 
the risk of burns. Cleaning 
your grill while it’s still makes 
removing stubborn grease 
and sticky marinades a little 
easier to shift. A hard-wearing 
scraper and brush that has a 
long handle is probably the 
best method. My husband 
loves his grill press, which is 
easier to use for searing steaks 
and burgers than a spatula, 
and his grill cage, both for 
cooking fish and also for turning 
several kebabs at a time! A 
meat thermometer is also a 
good investment, especially 
if you cook a lot of chicken.

In the UK barbecue season is 
fairly short so let’s make the most 
of al fresco dining while we can.

Be a BBQ Boss
How to choose a barbecue.
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We are a 
Which?

Trusted Trader

We can SAVE your windows!

Replace the pane, not the frame

SAVE money, energy & time
All glazing backed by our

Has Your Double
Glazing Steamed Up?

Local, friendly
engineer

Priority freephone

SAVE money - SAVE energy - SAVE 

Your local trusted expert Faulty locks, handles or hinges?

Untitled-1   1 30/09/2019   12:59

• Block Paving & Resin
• Hedge Cutting
• Turfing & Artificial Grass
• Power Washing
• Fencing & Walls
• Gravelling
• Decking

FREE Quotes 
& Advice

www.dblandscaping.co.uk

T: 01564 330636 M: 07375 129 099
17 High St, Henley-in-Arden B95 5AA
20 Years of Experience in 
Landscaping & Paving Services

before

before

after

after

DB
Landscaping



HL_New A5 Ad.pdf   1   28/04/21   4:28 PM
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With their distinctive 
black and yellow 
bodies, angry buzz, 

and stingers, wasps are easily 
recognisable. Most of us have 
splatted one that’s becoming 
annoying. However, they are 
fascinating creatures with a 
complex social structure.

Wasps create nests using a 
combination of saliva and wood 
fibres. The result is a papery 
substance that is strong, yet 
lightweight. The nests themselves 
can take on a variety of shapes 
and sizes, depending on the 
species of wasp. Some nests 
are small and round, while 
others can be several feet long 

and have multiple levels. They 
are often incredibly beautiful, 
and usually last for one season 
before being abandoned.

Inside the nest, the queen 
wasp lays eggs and is 
responsible for the reproduction 
of the colony. The worker wasps 
are responsible for building and 
maintaining the nest, foraging 
for food, and protecting the 
colony from predators. The 
males, or drones, are responsible 
for mating with the queen 
and do not have a stinger.

But there’s no doubt that 
wasps can be a nuisance 
to humans (especially those 
humans trying to enjoy a 

picnic). Instead of killing 
them try the following:
• �Cover sweets drinks and foods.
• �Distract wasps to another 

location, by placing sugar 
water or banana skins away 
from seating and eating areas.

• �Use a safe, deet-free 
insect repellent. 

• �Burn citronella candles.
• �Don’t eat close to fruit 

trees - especially ripe 
plums or apricots, they are 
a magnet for wasps.

Feeling Waspish? In favour of the humble wasp.
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COMPETITIONS
Win 2 tickets 
to Sense & 
Sensibilty     
Classic novel by Jane Austen 
Sense and Sensibility, adapted for 
the outdoor stage by Heartbreak 
Productions. If you’re the lucky winner 
make sure you bring a blanket or 
chair to sit on, weather-appropriate 
gear, and a picnic, as the tale 
could take some time to tell, and 
storytelling can be hungry work. 

Win 4 tickets  
to Dadbelly’s 
Disco!   
Fed up of the same old Saturday evenings? 
Then enter this competition to win 4 tickets to 
this disco with a difference on Saturday 15th 
July at RBL Solihull. You’ll get to go around the 
world in 80 sounds, spin the wheel to choose 
the next music genre, and be entertained 
with games throughout the evening.  

How to enter  
For your chance to win, email zoe@dorridgedirectory.com with the subject line Sense & Sensibility 
or Disco (or both!) and you will be added to our database to receive our monthly e-newsletter 
about offers and events in Solihull.  
 
The winners will be notified by email after the closing date of 1 July 2023. The disco tickets will need 
to be collected from the RBL Solihull Club.  There is no cash value nor exchanges for the prizes. 



puzzle time

To book tickets call 0871 200 2000
or visit www.cineworld.co.uk
Conference Facilities and Gift Vouchers also available Touchwood, Solihull.

how to play

sudoku
It’s simple!
Fill in the grid so that each row, column
and 3x3 box, contains the numbers 
1 through to 9 with no repetition.
You don’t need to be a genius. These
puzzles use logic alone. Watch out!
Sudoku is highly addictive.  

0101-10 - Knowle & Dorridge_August:0099-0 - June DHD  2/8/13  3:36 PM  Page 40

suduko page.pdf   1   3/09/13   10:22 AM

clues
crossword

answer on page 22

answer on page 22
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We thrive 
on cleaning 
your drive

Driveways
Patios

Gutter Cleans
Fascia’s & Soffits

Pressure Washing

JRT EXTERIOR CLEAN 

CALL 07368 544 115

• New Roofs • Flat Roofs • Minor Repairs • Fascias and Guttering 
• Insurance Work • Moss Removal • Rebedding of Ridge Tiles • Chimneys 

• Valleys • All Guttering Cleaned and serviced from £39.99

A fully insured and highly skilled roofing company based in Solihull, West 
Midlands with many years experience. Deluxe Roofing Ltdis a professional, 

reliable roofing company with unrivalled expertise in the industry.

OFFICE: 0121 314 99 53 FREEPHONE: 0800 747 14 61

All guttering cleaned and repaired from £49.99

MIDLANDS BRANCH
UNIT 70, 123 STRATFORD ROAD, SHIRLEY. B90 3ND
(MIDLANDS BRANCH), COVENTRY, SHIRLEY WWW.DELUXEROOFINGLTD.CO.UK



22  Mention the Solihull Index when responding to advertisements

useful numbers

crossword Solution
from page 20

Suduko Solution
from page 20

Councillor surgeries these are face-to-face meet-
ings held by councillors for local people to raise 
issues in their area. Held at The Core Library, Solihull 
on the first and last Saturday of the month, 10am – 
12 noon. 

local police contact for solihull
Solihull Police Station: 0845 113 5000 or 101

Shirley Lions Club 			   0345 833 9547 
Health
NHS non-emergency 		  111
Grove Surgery			   0121 705 1105
Northbrook Group Practice		  0121 746 5000
Hobs Moat Medical Centre 		  0121 742 5211
Solihull Hospital			   0121 424 2000
Spire Parkway Hospital 		  0121 704 1451 
Daleswood Health, Solihull    		  01675 489489
Council 
Solihull Council 			   0121 704 6000
Utilities
Electricity power cut 			  0800 6783 105
Gas leak 				    0800 111 9999
Severn Trent Water			   024 7771 5000
Severn Trent Water (emergencies)	 0800 783 4444
Travel 
National Rail Enquiries 		  03457 48 49 50
Network West Midlands (buses)		  0345 303 6760

LOCAL COUNCILLORS 
SOLIHULL / SILHILL 
Mike Gough
Tel: 07480 253181
Michael.gough@solihull.gov.uk 

Peter Hogarth MBE
Tel: 0121 705 5455
phogarth@solihull.gov.uk

Wazma Qais 
Tel: 0121 709 3404
wazma.qais@solihull.gov.uk

ST ALPHEGE  
Joe Tildesley
Tel: 0121 705 3086
joetildesley@solihull.gov.uk

Angela Sandison
Tel: 07500 557427
angela.sandison@solihull.gov.uk

Samantha Gethen
samantha.gethen@solihull.gov.uk

mindbenders
from page 12

What’s all the buzz about!

Then visit www.thelocalbuzz.co.uk 

Want to get the most out of Solihull? 

» Enter competitions 
» Find o�ers 

» Discover local events 
» Find local businesses



mindbenders
from page 12

If you’d like to improve your home but don’t know where 
  to start, or want to know how much it would cost, 
    please call use today and we can provide you with 
      ideas, inspiration, and a FREE Competitive Quote.

rdshomeimprovementsltd@gmail.com
53A Warwick Road, Solihull, B92 7HS

LOOKING TO 
TRANSFORM 
YOUR PROPERTY?
> Kitchen looking a bit dated?
> Bathroom in need of a refurb?
> Not enough space and would love to extend?

IMPROVE YOUR HOME WITH RDS HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Then get in touch with 
 our Solihull-based 
     home improvements 
   team who can transform 
   your property.

      0121 269 3339 | 07814 146171
OFFICE MOBILE



Belmont @ Home is here to support you, 
whether you need a chaperone for 
appointments, help with personal care, 
organisation of social activities, 
companionship, assistance with admin, 
housekeeping or preparing meals.
 
The flexibility of our homecare service 
enables you to live safely and comfortably 
in the place you know best – your own 
home. We can offer daily or weekly visits, 
from 30 minutes to as long as you need.

Get in touch today 
for your free no obligation 

conversation so we can 
learn more about 

your needs.

LD_Belmont-APR.pdf   1   06/06/2023   14:25


