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the solihull index
november 2024

a community magazine and business directory
for residents of solihull delivered FREE to 5700 homes

www.solihullindex.com 

• Small Repairs
• Flat Roofs
• New Roofs
• Ridge Tiles

 
  

0121 743 6324
LOCAL FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

FREE QUOTES
EST 1987 SOLIHULL BASED

249 Lyndon Road, Solihull B92 7QP

• Chimney Work
• Lead Work
• UPVC Fascia & So�ts
• Full Gutter Replacements
• Small brickwork jobs 

7

SAME QUALITY TODAY AS IT WAS IN 1987
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Please call John: 07854 623 592 or Office: 0330 043 6806
to arrange your free inspection and quotation. 

Built on trust and reliability, we have 
been in the roofing business for over 30 years

john@reviveroofingandbuildingsolutions.co.uk
www.reviveroofingandbuildingsolutions.co.uk

Promise To Our Customers
We guarantee to offer you a dependable service, offering

 outstanding quality at realistic prices, with your complete 
satisfaction being our number one priority. 

Our services include:
• New slate and tiled roofs
• Flat roofs
• Chimneys
• Velux roof windows

• Repointing
• Roof timberwork
• Solar panel installation
• And more!

Our highly qualified roofing experts will complete 
your roofing tasks, quickly and efficiently.
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Appliance
Repair in
Solihull by 
Patrick.
6 Month guarantee. 

Same day/next day callouts. 

Free revisits to complete repair. 

Only pay for callout and parts.

Decades of experience.

Fast, reliable and friendly.
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editor’s note

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS MAGAZINEPLEASE RECYCLE THIS MAGAZINE

Locally designed by: hotlobster design ltd Printed by: Norwood Press 

By the time this arrives Christmas will only 
be about 6 weeks away! Check out page 
6 to see what local events are coming 
up to get you in the festive mood. 

You’ve just about got time to make any last-minute 
changes to your home in time for Christmas so 
remember to support local businesses as they 
really value their customers – we have a great 
collection of local tradespeople and businesses 
who are local and are looking for your custom. 
Here’s hoping the pre-Christmas build up isn’t too 
hectic and that you find the time to relax, maybe 
over a glass of mulled wine and a mince pie!  

Zoe Reece 
Tel: 07557 220585
Email: zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
www.solihullindex.com

ADVERTISE 
HERE

Contact Zoe Reece on 07557 220585 / 
zoe@dorridgedirectory.com

OFFER:

MONDAY & 
TUESDAY 

ANY STARTER
ANY MAIN DISH*

ANY NAN OR RICE
& COFFEE**

E A T  .  D R I N K  .  R E L A X

£16.00PP
*(Fish, Lamb Shank

& King Prawns

£4 extra per dish)

** (Plain Coffee)

YEARS
2003-2023

MONSOONFestive mood?
Welcome to the November edition



OFFER:

MONDAY & 
TUESDAY 

ANY STARTER
ANY MAIN DISH*

ANY NAN OR RICE
& COFFEE**

E A T  .  D R I N K  .  R E L A X

£16.00PP
*(Fish, Lamb Shank

& King Prawns

£4 extra per dish)

** (Plain Coffee)

YEARS
2003-2023

MONSOON



6  Mention the Solihull Index when responding to advertisements

local events

Christmas Fair   
30 November 10am - 1pm, 

Knowle Village Hall    

Come and browse amongst 

a lovely selection of Christmas 

gifts and cards, Christmas 

wreaths for the door, books, 

Bric -a Brac, competitions and 

lots more, including the Grand 

Christmas Raffle! Refreshments 

will be available. All proceeds 

to the Hall refurbishment fund. 

Whitney Houston 
Tribute Night            
14 December, Knowle British 
Legion                 
Immerse yourself in an  
evening filled with the  
timeless hits and unforgettable 
melodies that made Whitney 
Houston a legend.  
Tickets from www.
tributenightpromotions.co.uk

Could it be 
Magic?                       
29 November, The Lake at 
Barston     
Fantastic 4 piece boyband 
performing all of Take That’s 
biggest and best tracks from 
the early days to now. Now 
with second set dedicated to 
Boybands, Backstreet Boys, 

Westlife, Boyzone, 5ive, Blue, 

One Direction & The Wanted 

and a bit of anything goes to 

get you up on the dancefloor. 

Ticket price is £40 per person, 

or £35 in the Annexe, which 

includes a 3 course Dinner, 

Entertainment and late bar. 

Call 01675 444890 to book. 

 

QE2 – The very 
best of QUEEN            
7 December, Land Rover 
Sports & Social Club 
QE2 - The Very Best of Queen 

have been performing at 

some of the best known 

venues, festivals and 

arenas across the UK and 

Internationally for over 25 

years. Their aim is to recreate 

the Live Magic that Queen 

provided during their live 

career. Queen formed in 1970 

and were active up until 1991. 

Buy tickets online from www.

landroversc.co.uk.  

The Greatest 
Showman Tribute           
31 December, Shirley  
British Legion          
Join in for a spectacular 

New Year’s Eve celebration 

at Shirley British Legion. Get 

ready to ring in the new year 

with a night filled with music, 

dancing, and memories 

with The Greatest Showman 

Tribute! Tickets from www.

tributenightpromotions.co.uk

community events



Birchmere Mews
01564 621505

Birchmere House
01564 621933

Knowle Gate
01564 621645

A V E R Y  H E A L T H C A R E

Something 
for Everyone

Avery Healthcare has dedicated well-being teams to produce an exciting and varied 
programme of activities and events every day. Residents are supported in pursuing 

personal interests beyond the regular activity calendar, while memory, physical, 
and sensory-based activities are carefully designed with therapeutic benefits in mind.

Day trips  •  Creative writing classes  •  Art classes  •  Gardening club 
Live entertainment  •  Yoga and exercise classes



For more information call 0330 024 0333 
email hannah.tait@shma.co.uk  or visit www.shma.co.uk  

Shakespeare Martineau Radcliffe House, Blenheim Court, Solihull, B91 2AA

Don’t let inheritance tax spoil  
your family Christmas 

Gift giving is a Christmas tradition that everyone loves, whether a shopping voucher or a car, it always adds a bit 
of extra cheer to the holiday. However, for people who like to splash out on their gifts, inheritance tax can put a 

dampener on things. Hannah Tait, partner at Shakespeare Martineau in Solihull explains.

What is inheritance tax?
Quite simply, it is a tax on a person’s assets when they die. It can also be applied to the recipient of a gift 
that costs over a certain amount and the giver has then died within seven years. The gift does not have to be 
monetary; it could also be property or possessions.

What’s the limit?
Per tax year, a person is able to give away a cumulative total of £3,000 to whoever they choose.  
They can also give as many small gifts under £250 to different people as they like.

What’s the seven-year-rule?
The seven-year-rule becomes relevant when a person gives away over £3,000 in one tax 
year. It states that the giver must survive for seven years after the gift for it to be exempt 
from inheritance tax. If not, the value of the gift is counted back into their estate when 
calculating the inheritance tax due. Such gifts will use up the tax-free allowance (nil rate 
band) available on their death and, if the value exceeds this, the recipient is liable to pay 
inheritance tax. However, the tax payable does start to taper if it has been more than 
three years since the date of the gift.

Are there any gifts that are exempt?
Donations to charity and some gifts for marriages or civil partnerships are not liable for 
inheritance tax, depending on how closely related a person is to the happy couple.  
All gifts between married couples or those in civil partners are also exempt.

Is there a way to avoid inheritance tax for certain?
Unfortunately, unless a person is psychic, there is no sure-fire way  
to avoid inheritance tax on gifts over £3,000.

Nevertheless, there is the option of using ‘excess income’. If a person can 
prove their income meets all their living costs, and that their standard of 
living can be maintained after the gift, then it may be possible to claim an 
exemption for inheritance tax. However, to qualify, there must be a regular 
pattern to this gifting.

KD-Shakespeare Martineau-NOV2024.indd   1KD-Shakespeare Martineau-NOV2024.indd   1 05/11/2024   10:2805/11/2024   10:28
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0121 750 0382

www.synergisehr.co.uk

Are you ready 
for Labour’s
major employment 
law changes this month?

For a free, information and 
completely con�dential 
chat please get in touch.
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useful info

0121 369 0070 
07546 264164
	enquiries@solclean.co.uk  	www.solclean.co.uk

VIEW SOLCLEAN ONLINE

AUTUMN & WINTER
an ideal time to clean outside spaces  
ready for you to enjoy in Spring & Summer

Our Cleaning Services:

CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE

	ROOFS 
	GUTTERS INSIDE & OUT 
	FASCIAS & SOFFITS 
	DRIVEWAYS

	PATIOS 
	MOSS REMOVAL 
	STONEWORK 
	RENDER & CLADDING

YOUR LOCAL EXTERNAL CLEANING SPECIALISTS



Dreaming of
your new home ?

Join us at the
 

Luxury Property Event  Luxury Property Event  

WHEN  |  28TH NOVEMBER  |  4PM - 8PM 

WHERE  |  THE REGENCY HOTEL (HARRYS BAR)

Register your details today!

0121 744 4144 opt 3
Email:  newhomes@smart-homes.co.uk
Web: www..smart-homes.co.uk 

Luxury property advert 148x210.indd   1Luxury property advert 148x210.indd   1 21/10/2024   20:4221/10/2024   20:42
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Bicycle REPAIRS, SERVICING & UPGRADES 

FRIENDLY AND HELPFUL, PERSONAL SERVICE

COMMERCIAL FLEET SERVICING & RIDE SUPPORT 

OUT OF HOURS COLLECTION & ON-SITE REPAIRS 

PARTS SUPPLIED & FITTED

ADVICE & TUITION

SCAN Below TO BOOK 
YOUR SERVICE / REPAIR 

Bike Man Dan's pick up and collection
service is the best. It fits in perfectly

with my busy home and work life. On
top of that, the work done is always
top notch, my bike comes back so

clean! The team go above and
beyond to be helpful and honest. The

digital booking system, triage
reporting and the easy payment
system make having your bike

serviced stress free. I can't
recommend Dan and team highly

enough.
 GOOGLE REVIEW, Esther B.

CONTACT US: 01564 660652 | 07817 925 929 | BIKEMANDAN.CO.UK |

VISIT OUR WORKSHOP AT UMBERSLADE ESTATE, BUTTS LANE, TANWORTH-IN-ARDEN, B94 5AE

1
Scan the qr code or go to
www.bikemandan.co.uk to
arrange a convenient time
for your service/ repair.

Drop by our workshop
or arrange an out of

hours collection.

2

3

WINTER DISCOUNT!
Book any service Oct-Feb
and get 10% off labour !

We’ll assess your
bike and send you a
report outlining all
work or parts that
we recommend.

Once you’ve
approved your
report we’ll start
work on your
bike.

5 We’ll contact you for online
payment as soon as its road
tested and ready to ride off on
your next adventure!

4

 GOOGLE REVIEW: David. D

“Had a couple of bikes serviced and repaired by Dan.
The bikes come back as good as new. He’s a great

guy, honest and fair, always on time, great collection
and return service. Highly recommended.”
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puzzle time

cluescrossword

answer on page 18

To book tickets call 0871 200 2000
or visit www.cineworld.co.uk
Conference Facilities and Gift Vouchers also available Touchwood, Solihull.

how to play

sudoku
It’s simple!
Fill in the grid so that each row, column
and 3x3 box, contains the numbers 
1 through to 9 with no repetition.
You don’t need to be a genius. These
puzzles use logic alone. Watch out!
Sudoku is highly addictive.  

0101-10 - Knowle & Dorridge_August:0099-0 - June DHD  2/8/13  3:36 PM  Page 40

suduko page.pdf   1   3/09/13   10:22 AM

answer on page 18
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650921

12 Month OAP 
Discount

Excludes blockages

Speak to 
us today!

1-2 Hour
Emergency
Response

time!

 Guarantee 
on labour!

Rightio Plumbing &
Heating

COMPETITIVE RATES

Fast Response

All Work Guaranteed

Flexible Appointment Times

OUR SERVICES

Boiler Breakdowns

Radiators & Pipes
Tanks & Cylinders

Boiler Servicing

Toilets & Taps
Leaks & Bursts
Showers 
Clearing Blockages
Pipework Replacement
Gas Safe Certified

0121 206 3761

We work in
Solihull, Elmdon,
Bickenhill, Cathrine-
de-Barnes and all
surrounding areas.

FREE LISTING TO PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS
All Solihull businesses, or those who work in the area, can claim a 
free online listing
Visit www.hellosolihull.co.uk/add-a-listing/
Add your details, choose an 
upgrade option if you wish, 
and we’ll publish your details. 

It’s that simple!

www.hellosolihull.co.uk 
hello@hellosolihull.co.uk 

07557 220585 



HL_New A5 Ad.pdf   1   28/04/21   4:28 PM
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GET THE MOST OUT OF SOLIHULL
Looking for ideas on where to eat?
Want to know where to shop for menswear / jewellery / furniture…?
In search of a plumber / accountant / builder / solicitor…?

Visit www.hellosolihull.co.uk for 
a comprehensive list of shops, 
restaurants, hotels and 
businesses in Solihull.

www.hellosolihull.co.uk 
hello@hellosolihull.co.uk 

07557 220585 

Have you ever looked 
at all the different 
varieties of rice on 

the supermarket shelves 
and wondered what the 
differences are between them? 
Understanding the distinct 
types of rice and their uses 
can enhance your cooking.

Basmati Rice is a long-grain 
variety known for its fragrant 
aroma and delicate texture. 
Predominantly used in Indian 
and Middle Eastern dishes, it’s 
perfect for pilafs, biryanis, and 
as a side to curries. Basmati 
stays fluffy when cooked, 
making it ideal for dishes 
that need distinct grains.

Jasmine Rice is another 
aromatic long-grain rice, 
popular in Thai and Southeast 
Asian cuisine. Its slightly sticky 
texture and floral scent make it 
a great accompaniment to stir-
fries, grilled meats, and curries.

Arborio Rice, a short-
grain variety, is known for 
its creamy consistency. Its 
high starch content makes it 
perfect for dishes like risotto 
and rice pudding, where a 
soft, rich texture is desired.

Sushi Rice, also short-grain, 
is sticky and slightly sweet, ideal 
for sushi rolls and Japanese 
rice bowls. It clumps together 
well, making it easy to shape.

Brown Rice retains its 
bran layer, giving it a chewy 
texture and nutty flavour. 
It’s more nutritious than 
white rice, making it a great 
choice for healthy grain 
bowls, salads, and stir-fries.

Wild Rice, though not 
technically a rice, adds 
a chewy, nutty flavour 
to salads and soups. Its 
distinct texture pairs well 
with roasted vegetables or 
as a side to hearty mains.

The Right Rice
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Councillor  
surgeries 
These are face-to-face meetings held 
by councillors for local people to  
raise issues in their area. 

Held at The Core Library, Solihull on the first 
and last Saturday of the month,  
10am – 12 noon. 

local police contact for solihull
Solihull Police Station: 0845 113 5000 or 101

Shirley Lions Club 			   0345 833 9547 
Health
NHS non-emergency 		  111
Grove Surgery			   0121 705 1105
Northbrook Group Practice		  0121 746 5000
Hobs Moat Medical Centre 		  0121 742 5211
Solihull Hospital			   0121 424 2000
Spire Parkway Hospital 		  0121 704 1451 
Daleswood Health, Solihull    		  01675 489489
Council 
Solihull Council 			   0121 704 6000
Utilities
Electricity power cut 			  0800 6783 105
Gas leak 				    0800 111 9999
Severn Trent Water  
(supply & emergencies)	 0800 783 4444 
Travel  
National Rail Enquiries 		 03457 48 49 50 
Network West Midlands (buses)		 0345 303 6760

LOCAL COUNCILLORS 
SOLIHULL / SILHILL 
Mike Gough
Tel: 07480 253181
Michael.gough@solihull.gov.uk 

Peter Hogarth MBE
Tel: 0121 705 5455
phogarth@solihull.gov.uk

Wazma Qais 
Tel: 0121 709 3404
wazma.qais@solihull.gov.uk

ST ALPHEGE  
Sardul Marwa MBE 
Tel: 07940 775122
sardul.marwa@solihull.gov.uk

Bob Grinsell
Tel: 07515 527345
bob.grinsell@solihull.gov.uk

Samantha Gethen
Tel: 07360 648047
samantha.gethen@solihull.gov.uk

ADVERTISE 
HERE

Contact Zoe Reece on 07557 220585 / 
zoe@dorridgedirectory.com

Suduko Solution
from page 14

Crossword Solution
from page 14
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Replace just the failed glass unit!

Have Your Windows 
Steamed Up?

Social distancing in operation Faulty locks, handles or hinges?

Priority freephone

www.cloudy2clear.co.uk

Love Your Home - Protect Your Windows - Save Money 

All glazing backed by our
Looking to upgrade your existing 

windows and doors? UPVC, 
composite or aluminium.

Contact us NOW!

Finance OptionsAvailable

Get a FREE Quote

• New Roofs • Flat Roofs • Minor Repairs • Fascias and Guttering 
• Insurance Work • Moss Removal • Rebedding of Ridge Tiles • Chimneys 

• Valleys • All Guttering Cleaned and Repaired from £49.99

A fully insured and highly skilled roofing company based 
in Solihull, West Midlands with many years experience. 

Deluxe Roofing Ltd is a professional, reliable roofing 
company with unrivalled expertise in the industry.

OFFICE: 0121 314 99 53 FREEPHONE: 0800 747 14 61
MIDLANDS BRANCH
UNIT 70, 123 STRATFORD ROAD, SHIRLEY. B90 3ND WWW.DELUXEROOFINGLTD.CO.UK
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