NBIRD&SON
ROOFING SERVICES i

W
\
e

FREE QUOTES 0121 743 6324

EST 1987 SOLIHULL BASED LOCAL FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

- Small Repairs < Chimney Work
- Flat Roofs - Lead Work

* New Roofs « UPVC Fascia & Soffits
« Ridge Tiles - GRP Flat Roofs

« Small brickwork jobs



Your money transfer
specialists

We are industry experts with over 22 years of experience helping businesses
and individuals get the best rates and personal service.

®----@----@---D--- O

Currency Purchasing Paying for Global Multi-currency

transfers property abroad international goods payroll accounts
or services

T:+44(0) 121 368 0036

M: +44 (0) 78 3079 2064

E: c.goate@sableinternational.com
W: www.sableinternational.com

REVive

Built on trust and reliability, we have been
in the roofing business for over 30 years

e New slate and tiled roofs ¢ Repointing

e Flat roofs o Roof timberwork

e Chimneys e Solar panel installation
o Velux roof windows e And more!

Our highly qualified roofing experts will complete
your roofing tasks, quickly and efficiently.

C#
S—
‘

i ing to arrange your free inspection and quotation.
Maar Truitad Roofing & Building

Busimess 3023

st Midlands | i(—'.'.f'ih ;I
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HAMPTON

KITCHENS

v\ APPLIANCE
N\ PACKAGE

WORTH OVER £1000
with your Hampton kitchen!

T&C's apply”

DREAMING OF A NEW KITCHEN?

Create your dream home
with a quality, bespoke
Hampton kitchen.

OUR SHOWROOMS:
Balsall Common, 227 Station Road, Balsall Common CV7 7FE.
Sutton Coldfield, Unit E, Chantry Industrial Estate, Kingsbury Road, Sutton Coldfield B76 9EF.

*FREE BOSCH SINGLE OVEN, INDUCTION HOB AND EXTRACTOR HOOD WORTH £1,080 RRP. Minimum Kitchen spend of £12,500 inc VAT.
Applicable to kitchens purchased by 31st March 2024. Please ask the team for details on the specification of the BOSCH appliances.



Welcome to the March edition

I¥’s a great time of year to start thinking
about your next house move, or having

a Spring clean, or maybe getting around
to those home and garden improvements
you’ve been putting off and off...

We have a wide range of organisations and
tfradespeople who advertise in here who are all
local and keen to take on more work in the area.

Zoe Reece

Tel: 07557 220585

Email: zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
www.solihullindex.com

ADVERTISE

P
Locally designed by: hotlobster design Itd Printed by: Norwood Press }
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1\ MAIN DISH*

R NAN OR RICE i
& COFFEE™* |

s £4.00 extra per dish) '
"~ *(Plain Coffee)

73-75 May Lane, Hollywood @
Birmingham, B47 5PA

t: 01564 829 200
www.monsoon.restaurant m



local events

community events

Northern

Soul Night

27 April, Shirley British Legion
Welcome to a fantastic
night of Northern Soul music
and dancing at the Shirley
British Legion in Parkgate,
Shirley. Whether you're
coming solo or with friends,
you're guaranteed a night of
incredible music and great
company. Tickets from www.
fributenightpromotions.co.uk

Knowle Villo]ge
Hall Association
Quiz Night

22 March 7.30pm,

Knowle Village Hall

Teams of up to 6 people.
Tickets £8 per person,
available from 01564 778163

or 01564 779898 Please

6 Mention the Solihull Index when responding to advertisements

bring your own nibbles
and liquid refreshment.
This is a Knowle Village
Hall fund raising event.

‘Top of the

Pops’ - Tribute

to the Decades
60s - 00s

5 April, Lake at Barston
Floor fillers from the 60s - 00s
by Top of the Pops. Tickets
£30pp, or £25in the Annexe,
which includes a 3-course
dinner, entertainment

and late bar. Ticket price
show only - £10pp. To book
tickets call 01675 444890.

The World of
Hans Zimmer - A
New Dimension
9 April, Resorts World Arena
This is the music of two-

time Academy Award®
winner Hans Zimmer. The
audience will be taken
on a unique musical
journey that willimmerse
them in completely new
dimensions. Hans Zimmer
himself will not appear
live on stage in The World
of Hans Zimmer - A New
Dimension but will function
as the show’s curator and
musical director. Tickets
from https://www.
resortsworldarena.co.uk

Menopause
Café

28 April 10am, Two

Mugs café, Shirley

Join the Menopause Cafe,
a supportive space to
share experiences, learn,
and connect with others
navigating the menopause
journey. All welcome!



Paving &
Landscaping

DRIVEWAYS & LANDSCAPE SOLUTIONS

We pride ourselves on

* Clay & Block Paving * Tarmacing (red or Biack) our high standards of
« Patios * Brickwork ¢ Slabbing « Gravel * Landscaping L el

* Fencing * Property Repairs * Roofing Repairs We will beat any

. D_._ﬁmémv.. Maintenance (pressure cleaning & Sealing - weed free)

like for like genuine
written quote

0121 652 0145 s i son ook [

o A ON m mﬂh N m Kenilworth, Warwick
and Leamington aters S,

M: 07961 358 367
E:projectspaving@icloud.com

FAIRTRADES Frm

To see our current range of work carried out in your local 328 Alcester Road
Wythall B47 6JR

area please visit www.projectspaving.co.uk
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+H SHAKESPEAREMARTINEAU

Legal advice for life and business

Why you need a divorce financial
order to cut all ties with your ex

The landmark case of Wyatt v Vince, where the multimillionaire windfarm tycoon’s ex-wife
made a successful financial claim 20 years after the divorce, should act as a cautionary tale for
anyone thinking of a DIY divorce, Dipika Mistry, Legal Director at Solihull-based
law firm, Shakespeare Martineau, explains...

A Divorce Final Order Is Not Enough

A lot of couples who undertake DIY divorces fall into the trap of thinking that the divorce date - or final order
- isthe end. Adivorce final order is NOT a clean break financial order. In reality, without proper protection,
financial claims can be made many years later.

Consent Orders
A Consent Order is a document that records the financial agreement on divorce. Essentially, it records how couples
have decided to split their financial assets and is usually prepared by a solicitor and signed off by the court.

Obtaining an Order
If the terms of a financial settlement cannot easily be agreed, then divorcing couples have a range of
options to resolve matters, for example, mediation, collaborative family law meetings, solicitor led
round table meetings, arbitration or setting up private hearings with a Judge outside of the formal
court route. Financial disclosure should be a part of all these options. The aim is to reach agreement
and have a Consent Order drawn up. If no agreement can be reached, it is open to either party to
issue a financial application at court. Whatever decision the Judge at court makes in terms of how
assets are to be divided, is set out in a binding Court Order.

How long does it take?

The length of the process depends on how quickly an agreement can be reached.

If both parties are in agreement, it can be relatively quick. Instigating court
proceedings will obviously cause delay and can mean a much lengthier process with
more legal costs.

What are the costs
The cost of having a solicitor draft a Consent Order very much depends on the
complexity of the case. If significant levels of financial disclosure and specific legal
advice is required, this will see the cost rise. While anyone can technically draft a
Consent Order, it is highly recommended that it is done by a solicitor or barrister,
to ensure itis legally sound.

For more information call 0330 024 0333

email dipika.mistry@shma.co.u or visit www.shma.co.uk

Shakespeare Martineau Radcliffe House, Blenheim Court, Solihull, B91 2AA



useful services

the .
PURPLE HOUSE 2N
CLINIE I!I

Our Services

Delivered by a team of highly qualified
and registered healt I'ra =}
professionals; our services include:

& Psychological Therapy

# Autism Assessments
Mental Health & * ADHD Assessments
Neurodiversity Services

At the P‘url:‘.llll Housea Ci n:::. we |!r|rJ.=-r:=...=||'.rJ 0121 #20 7851
that psychological health is as important

as physical health. We believe that everybody

deserves to be happy and fulfilled in life, and bBirminghamipurplehousaclinic.co.uk
we are committed to helping people

overcome, or adapt to, life's challenges e Coleshill - with easy access from the M42

C.STEVENS
ROOFING

EST FAMILY BUSINESS

NEW TILED ROOFSeGUTTERS
FLAT ROOFSeBRICK WORK
LEADWORKe SMALL REPAIRS
UPVC FASCIASeCHIMNEYS

KNOWLE SOLIHULL

01964 790006 0121 733 1276

Z 5

= WWW.CSTEVENSROOFING.CO.UK




useful services

H e rl ! a ge We pride ourselves on our high

standards of workmanship
DRIVES & LANDSCAPES lT[I

FREE QUOTATIONS == ' & Driveways

DISCOUNTPRICES i : & Landscapes
o ; In The West Midlands

Professional Driveway &
Landscaping company based

in Solihull, working throughout
the West Midlands

= =] x
A M

Sunnyside, Kenilworth Road, Hampton in Arden B92 OLW
heritagedrivesltd@gmail.com

UARANT THRUST o
- @ Wi ®EHSmith @
N — =" Badsiry Marchanis

'8" 0121 690 5581 E 07377 53446 heritagedrivesandlandscapes.co.uk

JRT EX'I'ERIOR CLEAN

.
i

Driveways
Patios
Gutter Cleans
Fascia’s & Soffits
Pressure Washing

IRY EXTERIOR [t
g CLEAN .
Fir l'n!ssv::: WASHING ez We thrive
Faseia & cueier.” [foy ©N cleaning
ml. 07368544115 |_ 4 your drive

CALL 07368 544 115
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useful services

Have Your Windows

composite or aluminium.

YEAR Contact us NOW!

GUARANTEE Get a FREE Quote

Social distancing in operation Faulty locks, handles or hinges?
Priority freephone
I a : : ZC LEAR
WM D oW

0800 61 21118

REPLACING YOUR FAILED DOUBLE GLAZING wwwoCIOUdY2C|eal’oC°on

Love Your Home - Protect Your Windows - Save Money ’ n

YOUR LOCAL EXTERNAL CLEANING SPECIALISTS

Time for a Spring Clean,
Time to call solcCiean.

our Cleaning Services:

+ DRIVEWAYS + BRICKWORK & STONEWORK
+ PATIOS + ROOFS

+ GROUND MOSS «+ GUTTERS

Looking to upgrade your existing [= [=
z 5 windows and doors? UPVC, TRUSTMARK % SCAN
saME 7z

(=]

REMOVAL v FASCIAS & SOFFITS

CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE
B 5% 0 f'of '-
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Working together
to find a solution
RAYDENSOLICITORS

There might be challenging times in your life when a family law solicitor can help:
» Have you decided your marriage or relationship is over, are you unsure about your family's future?

+ Do you need to protect your children, or understand the options to resolve arrangements for your children?
* Do you need a pre nuptial or post nuptial agreement to protect assets?

+ Are you moving in with your partner and need a cohabitation agreement?

Choosing the right family lawyer for your circumstances is crucial. Rayden Solicitors are family law
specialists with many years' experience; we provide tailored and practical solutions in all areas of
family law - divorce, relationship breakdown, child arrangements and financial settlements.

Bespoke advice from Rayden Solicitors in Birmingham.

Contact us, enquiries@raydensolicitors.co.uk
Specialist family lawyers.
RAYDENSOLICITORS

3rd Floor

2 Edmund Gardens

121 Edmund Street

Birmingham a
B3 2HJ 0 e ﬁ a

Tel: 0121 314 8170. L 4

RAYDENSOLICITORS wesresvaizmien () zoom s @) @ O

www.raydensolicitors.co.uk



by Francesca Jakobi

Bitter is Francesca Jakobi’s
astonishing first novel. Itis a
captivating exploration of
complex family dynamics,
narrated with a poignant blend
of humour and melancholy.
The novel unfolds through

the eyes of Gilda, a twice-divorced, middle-
aged woman grappling with the recent
marriage of her only child, Reuben. While

Gilda is depicted as an overbearing Jewish
mother, the portrayal is never cliched, but rather
deeply nuanced, blending past and present to
create a relatable and poignant character.

Jakobi’s short chapters drives the
narrative forward at a compelling pace. The
book’s heart lies in its exploration of Gilda’s
froubled relationship with her son and her
escalating jealousy towards his new wife.

This personal dramai is skilfully balanced

with moments of dry humour, offen through
Gilda’s humorous reflections, a testament to
Jakobi's ability to weave lightness into the
fabric of a fundamentally sombre story.

The novel’s title, ‘Bitter,” is a play on the
German word for ‘please.” The novel delves
into Gilda’s backstory, as a displaced and
isolated German girl atfending an English
boarding school during the 1930s.

While Bitter flirts with the conventions of a
psychological thriller, with Gilda’s near-obsessive
behaviour fowards her daughter-in-law, creating
moments of intense suspense, at its core is a story
of love, kindness, and lasting friendship. Jakobi
unsettles us at the same time as making us laugh
out loud at Gilda’s exploits, but her real skill is
in making us somehow love this out-of-control
Jewish mother and in doing so, encouraging
against our better judgment to side with Gilda!

A thoroughly engaging read.

A gOOd read s, s vomor

Bitter ]

.- )
|
BIT 'l"ml

Hey Grandude!

by Paul McCartney
and illustrated by
Kathryn Durst.

This is a delightful

and imaginative
children’s book by
singer songwriter Paul
McCartney, which takes
young readers on an
enchanting adventure alongside a charming
and unconventional grandfather, presumably
not unlike Mr. McCartney himself! The book’s

fitle is a playful nod to McCartney’s Beatles
fame, and sets the tone for a whimsical tale.
Grandude, is a cool, intrepid explorer with a
magical compass, inviting his four grandchildren
- or “Chillers” as he affectionately calls them - on
extraordinary journeys. The narrative is simple
and ideal for young children, making for a fun
bedtime story. McCartney’s storytelling is full of joy
and wonder, making it evident that it’s penned
by a grandfather who enjoyed entertaining his
own grandchildren.

Kathryn Durst’s vibrant and detailed artwork
brings the story to life adding layers of visual
delight and energy to capture the excitement
and magic of Grandude’s adventures, from
stormy seas to sandy deserts. The synergy
between McCartney’s charming narrative and
Durst’s lively illustrations makes for an engaging
read. Grandude is a story that celebrates the
beautiful bond between grandparents and
grandchildren, encouraging both generations to
embark of adventures and explore the wonders
the world has fo offer.

13



Star 5« Legal

Head of Matrimonial Services

Our Head of Department, Sanjay Solanki is a member of Resolution “We appreciate your
and he is committed to promoting a non-confrontational approach to challenges and our team
family problems. Sanjay prides himself on dealing with matters sensitively. is here to listen and
Sanjay offers practical advice and he pays particular attention to looking support you.”

for constructive ways to provide a cost effective tailored service with
a personal touch.

Our bespoke services include:

« Divorce and Separation « Pre and Post Nuptial Agreements
« Advice on Financial Matters  Children Arrangements
» Cohabitation Agreements « Family Mediation

Call Sanjay today on 01527 839 423
to arrange an appointment. (quote”SLM”)

Strand House, 70 The Strand, Bromsgrove, B61 8DQ Sanjay Solanki

Sanjay.Solanki@star-legal.co.uk felcitaEnciiedizioy

Specialists in
staircase design,
manufacturing,
installations

and renovations

Lyndale Stairs Ltd
Unit 1 Mount Road,
Burntwood,
Staffordshire. WS7 0AJ

LYNDALE T.01543 677 780

E: sales@lyndalestairs.co.uk

www.lyndalestairs .co.uk
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useful services

»- . Rightio Plumbing &
Heating 0121 206 3761

We work in
Solihull, ElImdon,
Bickenhill, Cathrine-de-

OUR SERVICES

Barnes & all
surrounding areas

‘ » COMPETITIVE RATES «

V/ Fast Response
Vv All Work Guaranteed
Vv Flexible Appointment Times

N4 Boiler Breakdowns

v/ Boiler Servicing

v/ Radiators & Pipes

v/ Tanks & Cylinders
Toilets & Taps
Leaks & Bursts

»12Month <l » .OAP <
guarantee Discount
on labour! Speak to

Excludes blockages

» 1-2 Hour <«

Emergency

Response
us today! time!

Mindbenders

T
i
thhaenrge

answers on page 16

Showers

Clearing Blockages
Pipework Replacement
Gas Safe Certified

650921

A STEVENS
ROOFING

FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

FLATROOF
SPECIALISTS

Tiled Roofs « Roof Repairs
- Gutters & Fascias - Lead work
Chimneys « Brickwork

T: 0121 792 8041
M: 07501 905 153

astevensroofing@gmail.com

15



Does your website
ook old, dated and you're
not sure what (o o

N\

mindbenders
from page 16

notlobster design offers you up-to-date
websites to replace your tired ones.

Bespoke content managed websites are cheaper than you think.
Call now for a chat about your website, social media & marketing needs.

hotlobsterg

design - marketing - web - print %

0121 369 1977

www.hotlobster.uk.com
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VERTISE

LOCAL COUNCILLORS
SOLIHULL / SILHILL

Mike Gough

Tel: 07480 253181
Michael.gough@solihull.gov.uk

Peter Hogarth MBE
Tel: 0121 705 5455
phogarth@solihull.gov.uk

Wazma Qais
Tel: 0121 709 3404
wazma.qais@solihull.gov.uk

ST ALPHEGE

Sardul Marwa MBE

Tel: 07940 775122
sardul.marwa@solihull.gov.uk

Angela Sandison
Tel: 07500 557427
angela.sandison@solihull.gov.uk

Samantha Gethen
Tel: 07360 648047
samantha.gethen@solihull.gov.uk

local police contact for solihull
Solihull Police Station: 0845 113 5000 or 101

useful numb

Shirley Lions Club

Health

NHS non-emergency
Grove Surgery

Northbrook Group Practice
Hobs Moat Medical Centre
Solihull Hospital

Spire Parkway Hospital
Daleswood Health, Solihull
Council

Solihull Council

Utilities

Electricity power cut

Gas leak

Severn Trent Water

(supply & emergencies)
Travel

National Rail Enquiries
Network West Midlands (buses)

0345 833 9547

111

01217051105
0121 746 5000
0121 742 5211
0121 424 2000
0121 704 1451
01675 489489

0121 704 6000

0800 6783 105
0800 111 9999

0800 783 4444

03457 48 49 50
0345 303 6760

Councillor
surgeries

These are face-to-face meetings held
by councillors for local people to raise
issues in their area.

Held at The Core Library, Solihull on the
first and last Saturday of the month,
10am - 12 noon.

Solgtion to Wind benders.
1. Bt youu el o
2. Gt yeur Bt togtter
3. Hang in tham

mindbenders
from page 15

17



Affordable " /=

Extemnal wallinsulation made easy

Externally insulating your home can save you money on
your energy bills while increasing the value of your home.

- Save money on energy bills
- Increase value of home

- Warmer in the winter

- Cooler in the summer

- Good looking all year round

ROCKWARM

EXTERNAL WALL INSULATION

A

GET INTOUCH FOR A FREE QUOTE Recommended! A Yell
No issues at any time. Good, responsive communication

02476 345554 from the office, the various teams on site were polite,
friendly and low maintenance, the site was left tidy after

each day's work, and most importantly, the job looked

y, o TG TR great when complete. Thoroughly recommended.

"TRAmNG
. Trident Business Park. 4 Holman Way, Nuneaton CV11 4PN

e\ R

DELUXE ROOFING

ROOFING AT IT'S BEST

AndyE-230/31Jan 2024

All guttering cleaned and repaired from £49.99

A fully insured and highly skilled roofing company based in Solihull, West
Midlands with many years experience. Deluxe Roofing Ltdis a professional,
reliable roofing company with unrivalled expertise in the industry.

* New Roofs ° Flat Roofs * Minor Repairs ° Fascias and Guttering
¢ Insurance Work * Moss Removal  Rebedding of Ridge Tiles ¢ Chimneys
* Valleys ° All Guttering Cleaned and serviced from £39.99

OFFICE: 0121 314 99 53 FREEPHONE: 0800 747 14 61

UNIT 70, 123 STRATFORD ROAD, SHIRLEY. B30 3ND

(MIDLANDS BRANCH), COVENTRY, SHIRLEY WWW.DELUXEROOFINGLTD.CO.UK
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Belmont@Home
provide bespoke
‘, home care service

designed to fit .
perfectly around —
each individual. un

If you wish to stay in your own  The flexibility of our home
home with your own front door,  care services enable you to
Safe in the knowledge that live safely and comfortably in

the place you know best -

someone is there to care for you . home. From daily or

-we Cadn help! Weekly visits, there are plenty
of homecare services
Get il‘l touch today available, even on a short-

term basis, half an hour visits,
forty five minutes or hour-by-
hour visits. We're here to
support you.

Belmont@Home
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We provide a premium lawn care experience.

We seed them, feed them, even control
the weeds. So, you don't have to.

For a FREE lawn analysis visit
greenthumb.co.uk or contact our local team.

Solihull branch

Call0121705 6395 Email solihull@egreenthumb.co.uk

Coming soon on

unv1

Brought to you by

GreenThumb

LAWN TREATMENT SERVICE

) Yo Zichmarshs [




