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solihull index
november 2025

Delivered FREE to 5700 homes

Visit www.hellosolihull.co.uk  
to discover local events, restaurants and businesses

www.solihullindex.com 

• Small Repairs
• Flat Roofs
• New Roofs
• Ridge Tiles

 
  

0121 743 6324
LOCAL FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

FREE QUOTES
EST 1987 SOLIHULL BASED

249 Lyndon Road, Solihull B92 7QP

• Chimney Work
• Lead Work
• UPVC Fascia & So�ts
• Full Gutter Replacements
• Small brickwork jobs 

8

SAME QUALITY TODAY AS IT WAS IN 1987
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Hatton Country World, Hatton, CV35 8XA
Hattonworld.com

Christmas Shopping
as it Should Be

Discover the Magic of Christmas in 
our Charming Rural Shopping Village

Christmas Shop

Late Night Shopping & Christmas Lights Switch-On

Garden Centre & Shopping Village

Saturday 13th December

Step back in time and explore the nooks and crannies of our 
beautifully restored Victorian farm buildings, twinkling with festive 
lights and brimming with Christmas spirit.

Discover a treasure trove of independent shops offering gifts you 
simply won’t find on the high street, from ladies’ fashion, seasonal 
homeware, handmade jewellery and more.

Find something truly Unusual, Unique, and Boutique this Christmas.

British Garden Centre’s Christmas 
Shop returns to Hatton this year, 
packed to the rafters with everything 
you need to transform your home 
into a magical festive setting.

FREE
Admission

Join us for an evening filled with 
festive cheer as our wonderful 
independent shops & Christmas 
Markets stay open until 8pm. 
Welcome Father Christmas to switch 
on the Christmas lights and enjoy 
Christmas Carol Singers with Roasted 
Chestnuts & Mulled Wine. This is 
Christmas Shopping as it Should Be.

Christmas Markets
Markets are back at Hatton 
and feeling festive! 

Join us to soak up the festive 
atmosphere every weekend 
from Nov 29th to Dec 21st & 
then every day from 22nd to 
24th Dec.
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editor’s note

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS MAGAZINEPLEASE RECYCLE THIS MAGAZINE

Locally designed by: hotlobster design ltd Printed by: Norwood Press 

Welcome to the November edition… 

By the time this arrives Christmas will only 
be about 6 weeks away! Check out page 
6 to see what local events are coming 
up to get you in the festive mood. 

You’ve just about got time to make any last-minute 
changes to your home in time for Christmas so 
remember to support local businesses as they 
really value their customers – we have a great 
collection of local tradespeople and businesses 
who are local and are looking for your custom. 

Here’s hoping the pre-Christmas build up isn’t too 
hectic and that you find the time to relax, maybe 
over a glass of mulled wine and a mince pie! 

Zoe Reece 
Tel: 07557 220585
Email: zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
www.solihullindex.com

Festive mood? 

ADVERTISE IN THIS DIRECTORY 

GET THE WORD OUT

GOT SOMETHING 
TO SHOUT ABOUT?

Contact Zoe Reece on 07557 220585 / 
zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
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Heartfelt Care 
Every Step of the Way

Scan to see our  
exclusive offersWe offer high-quality residential, dementia and respite care 

in a welcoming and engaging environment. Arrange a visit to 
discover comfort, companionship, and expert care.

Knowle Gate

Learn more about our heartfelt care  

01564 621238  averyhealthcare.co.uk
1331 Warwick Road, Knowle, B93 9LW



6  Mention the Solihull Index when responding to advertisements

local events

Good Food Show 
Winter             
27–30 November 
NEC    
Join top chefs and experts 

live including Michel Roux, 

James Martin, Si King, Jane 

Dunn of Jane’s Patisserie and 

many more cooking their 

very best seasonal recipe 

live, bursting with inspiration. 

Explore and shop from 

hundreds of artisan producers 

and big brands perfect for 

your Christmas shopping lists. 

Tickets: www.thenec.co.uk

Knowle Christmas 
Light Switch-On   
27 November, from 4pm               
As usual, the evening kicks 
off with music from around 
4pm, before Santa and 
Knowle Parish Church lead 
the countdown to the grand 

lights switch-on! Always a 
favourite event of the village, 
come along and join in 
the countdown. Knowle’s 
independent shops are 
opening their doors late, 
ready for you to browse, shop, 
and find plenty of Christmas 
inspiration. 

Boogaloo Party                              
30 November, 4-7pm 
Land Rover Sports & Social 
Club      
Who says you can only 
party at night? Come and 
dance away the winter 
blues! An afternoon of music, 
fun & friends. Tickets are 
£12, to book please email 
boogaloobabes@gmail.com 
or call 07984 270317.

Christmas Fair  
29 November, 10am – 1pm 
Knowle Village Hall   
As well as the Grand Raffle 
there will be gifts and cards, 
craft stalls, baked goodies, 
competitions, and lots 

more, including seasonal 
refreshments. Why not come 
along and join in? This is 
a K.V.H.A refurbishment 
fundraising event. 

Aladdin – 
Pantomime                
6 December - 4 January
The Core Theatre Solihull  
With spectacular sets, 
breathtaking special effects, 
gorgeous costumes and 
mountains of mayhem, the 
award-winning Little Wolf 
Entertainment are bringing 
panto back to The Core 
Theatre with their most 
lavish, action-packed family 
adventure so far! Book at www.
thecoretheatresolihull.co.uk

community events
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• New Roofs • Flat Roofs • Minor Repairs • Fascias and Guttering 
• Insurance Work • Moss Removal • Rebedding of Ridge Tiles • Chimneys 

• Valleys • All Guttering Cleaned and Repaired from £49.99

A fully insured and highly skilled roofing company based 
in Solihull, West Midlands with many years experience. 

Deluxe Roofing Ltd is a professional, reliable roofing 
company with unrivalled expertise in the industry.

OFFICE: 0121 314 99 53 FREEPHONE: 0800 747 14 61
MIDLANDS BRANCH
UNIT 70, 123 STRATFORD ROAD, SHIRLEY. B90 3ND WWW.DELUXEROOFINGLTD.CO.UK

0121 369 0070 
07546 264164
	enquiries@solclean.co.uk  	www.solclean.co.uk

VIEW SOLCLEAN ONLINE

WHAT CAN WE  
CLEAN FOR YOU?
Our Cleaning Services:

CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE

	ROOFS 
	GUTTERS INSIDE & OUT 
	FASCIAS & SOFFITS 
	DRIVEWAYS 
	CONSERVATORIES

	PATIOS 
	MOSS REMOVAL 
	STONEWORK 
	RENDER & CLADDING 
	SOLAR PANELS

YOUR LOCAL RELIABLE EXTERNAL CLEANING SPECIALISTS
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useful servicesgarden view

C
ondensation is 
a familiar issue 
in many of our 
homes at this 
time of year. 

When warm, moist air meets 
cooler surfaces like windows 
and walls, it condenses into 
water droplets, which can 
encourage damp and mould 
growth. While good ventilation 
and insulation are the best 
long-term fixes, those of us 
with green fingers can also use 
houseplants to help reduce 
and regulate humidity.

Certain houseplants 
naturally absorb moisture 
from the air through their 
leaves, helping to keep 
rooms drier and fresher. Here 
are some of my favourites.

Peace Lily (Spathiphyllum)
Peace lilies are one of the 
most effective plants for 
reducing humidity. Their broad 
leaves absorb water vapour, 
and they also filter airborne 
toxins, improving indoor air 
quality. They thrive in shady 
corners, making them ideal 
for bathrooms or north-facing 
rooms where condensation 
is most common.

Boston Fern  
(Nephrolepis exaltata)
A popular Victorian 
houseplant, this pretty fern 
loves humid conditions and will 

happily soak up moisture from 
the air. Place it in a hanging 
basket near a window prone 
to condensation. Regular 
misting and indirect light 
will keep it looking lush.
 
English Ivy (Hedera helix)
English ivy is great at reducing 
airborne mould spores as 
well as moisture levels. It’s 
a good choice for kitchens 
and bathrooms, where 
condensation can quickly 
turn into mould growth. Let 
it trail from a high shelf or 
windowsill for maximum effect.
 
Spider Plant  
(Chlorophytum comosum)
Spider plants are hard to 
kill (even my teenage son 
can keep them alive!). They 
are low-maintenance, and 
excellent at drawing in 
moisture. They also tolerate a 
wide range of temperatures, 
which is perfect for those of 
us with a draughty home. 
They are also incredibly easy 
to propagate because they 
throw out stems bearing 

baby plants called rather 
adorably, spiderettes.
 
Areca Palm  
(Dypsis lutescens)
Also known as the butterfly 
palm, this tall, graceful plant 
works as a natural humidifier 
- absorbing and releasing 
water vapour in a way that 
balances indoor humidity. It is 
particularly effective in living 
rooms and conservatories.
 
Tips for Success
• �Position moisture-loving 

plants in areas where 
condensation is worst, 
such as near bathroom 
windows, kitchen sinks, 
or cold external walls.

• �Avoid overwatering, as 
soggy soil can add more 
moisture to the room. 
Instead, let the plants 
do the work by drawing 
water from the air.

• �Combine plants with 
practical measures like 
opening trickle vents, using 
extractor fans, and wiping 
down wet windows.

While houseplants alone 
won’t eliminate condensation, 
the plants above can certainly 
help regulate moisture levels 
and improve air quality, while 
bringing greenery and life to 
our home, which is a welcome 
bonus on gloomy winter days.

Houseplants to help reduce condensation
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book reviews

a good read By Natasha Donovan

The Bright and 
Breaking Sea
by Chloe Neill
This novel is a 
swashbuckling fantasy 
adventure set in a 
magic-infused, alternate 
Napoleonic era. Captain 
Kit Brightling, a foundling 
raised in a home for 
gifted girls, has risen 
through the ranks to 
command her own ship in Queen Charlotte’s 
fleet. Blessed with an innate connection to the 
sea, Kit is both a skilled sailor and a formidable 
force in the Isles’ Crown Command.
When a spy carrying intelligence on the 
exiled emperor of Gallia is captured, Kit is 
tasked with a perilous rescue mission. To her 
chagrin, she must partner with Rian Grant, 
Viscount Queenscliffe - a war-hardened 
nobleman, whose aristocratic roots clash 
with Kit’s pragmatic seafaring ways. Together, 
they navigate treacherous waters, confront 
cunning pirates, and unravel a conspiracy that 
threatens the fragile peace of their realm.
Neill blends high-seas adventure with political 
intrigue and a touch of slow-burn romance. The 
dynamic between Kit and Rian evolves from 
mutual distrust to a compelling partnership, 
set against a backdrop of naval battles and 
magical undercurrents. Fans of historical 
fantasy and strong female protagonists will 
find much to admire in Kit’s courage and wit.

The Night Pirates
by Peter Harris, 
illustrated by 
Deborah Allwright
Young Tom is stirred from 
sleep by mysterious 
noises outside his 
home. Peering out, he discovers a band 
of bold girl pirates stealthily removing the 
front of his house to disguise their ship! Eager 
for adventure, Tom joins the spirited crew 
as they set sail across the high seas.
Their mission: to outwit a group of bumbling 
adult pirates and claim their treasure. 
Using clever tactics and teamwork, the 
girl pirates and Tom surprise the grown-up 
buccaneers, proving that courage and 
ingenuity aren’t limited by age or gender.
This swashbuckling tale combines playful 
rhymes and dynamic illustrations, creating 
an engaging story that challenges traditional 
pirate stereotypes. Perfect for young readers, 
The Night Pirates is a delightful bedtime 
adventure that celebrates bravery, friendship, 
and the joy of unexpected journeys.
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650921

12 Month OAP 
Discount

Excludes blockages

Speak to 
us today!

1-2 Hour
Emergency
Response

time!

 Guarantee 
on labour!

Rightio Plumbing &
Heating

COMPETITIVE RATES

Fast Response

All Work Guaranteed

Flexible Appointment Times

OUR SERVICES

Boiler Breakdowns

Radiators & Pipes
Tanks & Cylinders

Boiler Servicing

Toilets & Taps
Leaks & Bursts
Showers 
Clearing Blockages
Pipework Replacement
Gas Safe Certified

0121 206 3761

We work in
Solihull, Elmdon,
Bickenhill, Cathrine-
de-Barnes and all
surrounding areas.

Replace just the failed glass unit!

Have Your Windows 
Steamed Up?

Specialists in timber frames &  
Amdega conservatory restoration Faulty locks, handles or hinges?

Priority freephone

www.cloudy2clear.co.uk

All glazing backed by our
Looking to upgrade your existing 

windows and doors? UPVC, 
composite or aluminium.

Contact us NOW!

Finance OptionsAvailable

Get a FREE Quote

Glass, it’s better when it’s clear! 

Ask me about our 
fantastic Energy 
Saving Glass.

Finance OptionsAvailable

Save with Cloudy2Clear, your trusted 
local glazing specialists!
For 20 years, Cloudy2Clear,
a trusted family-run business, has
been the UK’s leading domestic
glass replacement specialists,
serving as your One Stop Shop for
all your glazing requirements. We
take pride in generating our own
leads, crafting tailored quotes,
and manufacturing bespoke 
double glazed units to match 
the customers requirements, 
using only the highest-quality 
materials to ensure exceptional 
results. Unlike competitors, we 
never use subcontractors — 
our team consists entirely of 
skilled, in-house professionals, 
guaranteeing consistent quality 
and reliability. Every glass unit we 
fit comes with a 25-year guarantee, 
complemented by comprehensive 
after-sales care,providing you with 
lasting peace of mind.

Why opt for costly full window
frame replacements that lead to
unnecessary redecoration expenses?
By replacing only the failed

glass unit, we save you money
and minimize disruption. Join
over 344,000 satisfied customers
who trust our ethical, affordable
service. Failed double glazing can
compromise your home’s protection 
and energy efficiency, so check your 
windows today to avoid future costs.

Since 2005, Cloudy2Clear has been
committed to saving customers
money while supporting local
communities. Manager Richard 
Burke explains, “Our focus is
on replacing just the glass, not the
entire window, which reduces costs
and upheaval. As a family run, One 
Stop Shop, we manage everything—
from the initial enquiry to the fitting 
of the glass, all with a 25-year 
guarantee and dedicated after-sales 
support—making us the smart, cost-
effective choice in any economy.”

For a free quote, call  
0800 61 21 118 or visit  
www.cloudy2clear.co.uk today!
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puzzle time

A brief history of ice cream

cluescrossword

answer on page 14

To book tickets call 0871 200 2000
or visit www.cineworld.co.uk
Conference Facilities and Gift Vouchers also available Touchwood, Solihull.

how to play

sudoku
It’s simple!
Fill in the grid so that each row, column
and 3x3 box, contains the numbers 
1 through to 9 with no repetition.
You don’t need to be a genius. These
puzzles use logic alone. Watch out!
Sudoku is highly addictive.  

0101-10 - Knowle & Dorridge_August:0099-0 - June DHD  2/8/13  3:36 PM  Page 40

suduko page.pdf   1   3/09/13   10:22 AM

answer on page 14
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01564 335513 www.dorridgedoors.co.uk

A Father And Son Business With
Over 25 Years Experience...

• Up and over doors
• Quality roller doors
• Insulated sectional doors
• Repairs & servicing
• Automatic operators

We are a genuine family business and have been working in and 
around Dorridge for over 25 years. We pride ourselves in a high 

standard of work and customer satisfaction.

THE GARAGE DOOR SPECIALISTS

See our reviews! 5.04.6
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useful numbers

Councillor  
surgeries 
These are face-to-face meetings held by councillors for 
local people to raise issues in their area. 

Held at The Core Library, Solihull on the first  Saturday of every 
month, 10am – 12 noon, excluding bank holidays, for both 
Silhill and St Alphege residents.

local police contact for solihull
Solihull Police Station: 0845 113 5000 or 101

Misc  
Solihull Council 		 0121 704 8001 
Health	  
NHS non-emergency 		 111 
Solihull Hospital 		 0121 424 2000 
Spire Parkway Hospital 		 0121 704 1451  
Grove Surgery		 0121 705 1105 
Northbrook Group Practice		 0121 746 5000 
Hobs Moat Medical Centre		 0121 742 5211 
Daleswood Health 		 01675 489489 
Utilities  
Electricity power cut		 105 
Gas leak 		 0800 111 999 
Severn Trent Water 		 0300 034 2222  
Severn Trent Water (emergencies)		 0800 783 4444 
Travel  
National Rail Enquiries 		 03457 484950 
Network West Midlands (buses) 		 0345 303 6760

LOCAL COUNCILLORS 
SOLIHULL / SILHILL 
Mike Gough
Tel: 07480 253181
Michael.gough@solihull.gov.uk 

Peter Hogarth MBE
Tel: 0121 705 5455
phogarth@solihull.gov.uk

Wazma Qais 
Tel: 0121 709 3404
wazma.qais@solihull.gov.uk

ST ALPHEGE  
Sardul Marwa MBE 
Tel: 07940 775122
sardul.marwa@solihull.gov.uk

Bob Grinsell
Tel: 07515 527345
bob.grinsell@solihull.gov.uk

Samantha Gethen
Tel: 07360 648047
samantha.gethen@solihull.gov.uk

Suduko Solution
from page 14

Crossword Solution
from page 14

ADVERTISE IN THIS DIRECTORY 

GET THE WORD OUT

GOT SOMETHING 
TO SHOUT ABOUT?

Contact Zoe Reece on 07557 220585 / 
zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
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Please call John: 07854 623 592 or Office: 0330 043 6806
to arrange your free inspection and quotation. 

Built on trust and reliability, we have 
been in the roofing business for over 30 years

john@reviveroofingandbuildingsolutions.co.uk
www.reviveroofingandbuildingsolutions.co.uk

Promise To Our Customers
We guarantee to offer you a dependable service, offering

 outstanding quality at realistic prices, with your complete 
satisfaction being our number one priority. 

Our services include:
• New slate and tiled roofs
• Flat roofs
• Chimneys
• Velux roof windows

• Repointing
• Roof timberwork
• Solar panel installation
• And more!

Our highly qualified roofing experts will complete 
your roofing tasks, quickly and efficiently.

LD-Revive-FP-September.pdf   1   03/09/2024   10:07



Luxury Interiors, Sensibly Priced

F I T T E D  I N T E R I O R S

ESTABLISHED 1982

B R O M S G R O V E  ·  K E N I LW O R T H  ·  K N O W L E  ·  S T U D L E Y

01527 835924

akfittedinter iors.co.uk

Free design & quote · Complete project management · Dedicated installation team · Siemens 5 Star iQ Design Studio

KITCHENS  BEDROOMS  HOME STUDIES

BROMSGROVE   KENILWORTH   KNOWLE

01564 774 144 akfittedinteriors.co.uk

Dedicated installation team 

Free design & quote

Complete project management

 Large 2 storey Bromsgrove showroom

See more 
of this beautiful 
local project on 

our website



20% o� selected furniture*

*With fully fitted orders until 31.12.25. T&Cs apply.

AK August advert.pdf   1   04/11/2025   13:47


